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I. INTRODUCTION

"Open to me, my brother. -
I have knocked at your door,
I have appealed to your heart,
to have a bed,
to have a little fire to warm me.
Open to me, my sister.
Why do you ask me
if Tam African,
or Asian,
or European?
I am not black,
nor is my skin red;
T am not oriental,
nor white.
I am simply a man.
I am simply a woman.
Open to me,

Open your door to me,
Open your heart to me.
For I am like you,

A stranger of all times,
under every sky.

A man, a woman,

Like you."

—Rene' Philombe, poet. "Cameroons"

This discussion guide has been prepared for the workshops of the Seventh Plenary Assem-
bly of the Federation of Asian Bishops' Conference (FABC), convening, January 3-12,
2000, at "Baan Phu Waan," the pastoral formation center of the Archdiocese of Bangkok,
Sampran, Thailand, on the theme: "A Renewed Church in Asia; A Mission of Love and

Service."



The foregoing poem, used by a Sacred Heart nun' in reflecting the
miserable plight of peoples in diaspora, essentially captures the urgent ap-
peal of the "people on the move" who are knocking on the doors of the
Church in Asia today.

A Nation oF MIGRANTS

Approximately, there are 130 to 145 million people” worldwide living
in countries they could not call their own. The estimate, showing a big
increase from the 104 million in 1985, includes only legally registered
immigrants. Around two to four million join this population every year.” It
goes without saying that the figure would balloon if irregular immigrants
were counted in.

Meanwhile, there are some 50 million people* who have been forced
to flee their homes. This number comprises refugees, people displaced within
their own countries or the internally displaced persons (IDPs), former refu-
gees who need UNHCR monitoring and assistance once they have returned
home or the returnees, and people who may receive temporary protection
outside their home countries but do not have the full legal status of refugees
or the asylum-seekers. Less than half of these (22.3 million) are "persons of
concern” to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

A180 GROWING IN THE AsiAN REGION

As of 1995, the International Labor Organization placed at 10 to 15
million the number of Asian migrant workers, mostly based in the Middle
East, North America, Europe, and, increasingly within the Asian region
itself.> By 1999, migrant Asians working within the region (more particu-
larly in the East and Southeast Asia) are more than six million.®

As regards migrant labor flows’, the perennial labor-exporting Asian

! Dolores Aleixandre, RSCI, "You too were strangers," in Connections (International
Journal of the Society of the Sacred Heart, 1991), Vol. 1, No.1; p.119.

* UNDP. Human Development Report 1999, New York, Oxford : Oxford University
Press, 1999; p.32.

3 Philip Martin. December 1996. "Migrants on the Move in Asia." Asia Pacific Issues
(Analysis from the East-West Center, No.29), p.2.

4 UNHCR. www.unhcr.chfun&ref/numbers/munbers.him(7/21/99).

5 Asian Migrant Center and APEC Labour Rights Center. "Labor Nexus (Migration in
Asia: A Decade of Change)". October 1997. (Poster). The figure accounts only for
documented migrant workers.

¢ Scalabrini Migration Center, Asian Migration Arlas 1999, http:/fwww.scalabrini.asn.au./
atlasfamatlas.htm. (as of 8/31/99).

7 Graeme Hugo. 1998, "The Demographic Underpinnings of Current and Future Interna-
tional Migration in Asia," in Asian Pacific Migration Journal, Vol.7, No.1; p.17.
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countries are the Philippines, China, India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Paki-
stan, Indonesia, Myanmar and Vietnam. On the other hand, South Korea,
Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore and Brunei mainly host migrant
labor. Malaysia and Thailand both import and export migrant labor.

Some figures® may help illustrate migrant labor movements within the
region. In 1997, there were 892,957 Indonesians working in Japan, Korea,
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore, while some 448,545
Overseas Filipino Workers were employed in the same countries. In the
same year, the top receivers of migrant labor in the region were Japan (with
1,482,707 workers from Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand, China, Bangladesh
and other counties) and Malaysia with 1,120,172 foreign workers.

More or less, half of the Asian migrant workers hosted within the
region are in irregular status.’ The top receiving countries of irregular mi-
grant workers in 1997" were Thailand, with 845,279 irregular migrants
mainly coming from Myanmar and Cambodia, and Malaysia with 800,000,
mostly from Indonesian and Bangladesh. There were also large stocks of
irregular migrants in Japan, Korea and Taiwan. (It must be noted that the
nature of irregular migration makes it impossible to come up with accurate
figures of irregular migrants.)

Meanwhile, the Asian continent is host to 7,458,500 persons of con-
cern to the UNHCR. This constitutes some 4,730,300 refugees, 15,000
asylum seekers, 824,100 returnees, and 1,889,100 IDPs and others in simi-
lar circumstances."!

These are the migrants and refugees that are the subject of this paper.
HUMAN FACES BEHIND THE STATISTICS

Yet, figures fail to reflect the real situation of migrants, refugees and
IDPs. They fail to illustrate the human side of these movements of people,
which, to the Church, is of paramount value. The following migration-
related accounts in 1998 and early 1999 in the Asian region may help us see
the human faces behind the numbers.'?

¥ Scalabrini Migration Center, Asian Migration Atlas 1999, hitp:/fwww.scalabrini.asn.au/
atlas/amatlas.htm.

# Philip Martin, loc.cit., p.2.

10 Asian Migration Atlas 1999, op.cit.

"' UNHCR. www.unher.ch/un &reffinumbers/numbers.htm(7/21/99),

2 Unless otherwise indicated, accounts for 1998 were taken from Maruja M.B. Asis. "In-
ternational Migration in Asia in 1998 : A Review of Trends," in Asian Migrant, Vol. 12,
No.1, January-March 1999, pp. 2-16; and those of 1999 from Asian Migration News
(31 January 1999; 30 April 1999; 15 May 1999 and 15 August 1999).



e Asof 17 September 1999, the United Nations said that some 600,000
of East Timor's 870,000 population were in need of emergency aid, in
the wake of violent attacks made by pro-Indonesia militiamen when
the East Timorese overwhelmingly voted for independence from Indo-
nesia in a referendum held on August 30. The UN High Commissioner
for Refugees described the situation in East Timor as that of "total
intimidation." There were reports on the forced deportation of the East
Timorese to West Timor, which resulted in the separation of family
members. "

®  The famine in North Korea, which claimed some two million lives,
resulted in the exodus of tens of thousands of refugees to Korean-China
borders.

¢ Refugees move every time violence erupts between India and Pakistan
over Kashmir. As of August 1998, the on-going conflict has displaced
some 30,000 persons.

* To escape poverty in their country, more than 17,000 young Vietnam-
ese women had married older Taiwanese men. The women ignored
risks of being abused like the case of one woman who was made a sex
slave. In 1997 alone, 4,800 such marriages were contracted.
Matchmaking agencies charged the men NT$35,000 each, NT$20,000
of which goes to the agency, and the remaining amount to the Vietnam-
ese woman.

*  On average, 2,354 seafarers die on board ships each year. The Interna-
tional Transport Federation reported that in 1997 alone, it collected a
total of US$37.2 million in backpay for crews, and collected on behalf
of the seafarers and their families US$4.68 million worth of claims for
personal injury and loss of life."

e According to the Asian Migration Center in Hong Kong, 90% of the
31,800 Indonesian domestic helpers there have received salaries lower
than the mandated rate, and have been denied the enjoyment of their
statutory days off.

Filipino domestic helpers in Hong Kong (estimated number: 141,500)
had no choice but to accept a reduced monthly salary of HK$3,670
(from HK$3,860). Meanwhile, the United Filipinos of Hong Kong

13 Barbara Crosette, "UN prepares to send peacekeepers into East Timor," New York Times
News Service, 17 September 1999.
" Ahoy Newsmagazine, April-June 1999, p.17.



reported the following maid-abuse cases in 1998: physical abuse such
as repeated beatings (67 cases), serious physical assaults such as being
hit with turned-on flat irons (34 cases), and forced to work overtime
(397 cases).

In Singapore, the incidents of abuse by employers of their foreign
maids (total: 100,000) rose from 105 in 1994 to 192 in 1997.

Denied refugee status, a Chinese woman was deported China where
she was forced to abort her second baby— 10 days before its due deliv-
ery —because of China's one-child policy.

Six Overseas Filipino Workers have languished in jail since 1994 for
theft, despite the fact that they were sentenced to only 6 to 10 months'
imprisonment. Meanwhile, in 1998 alone, 690 OFWs died in their host
countries (up from 576 in 1997). There were 1,935 OFWs languishing
in jails abroad. Human organ smuggling is reportedly one factor be-
hind mysterious deaths. '

The July 1997 coup d'etat in Cambodia resurfaced refugee movements
to Thailand. A total of 37,162 Cambodians have sought refuge in
Thailand as of October 1998. In related incidents, some 300 Karen
refugees had fled to Suan Pueng district in Thailand to escape violence
ignited by an armed clash between Burmese troops and the Karen
National Union rebels at the Thai-Burma border.

Every year, around 15,000 women and children from Bangladesh are
smuggled out. The women and girls end up working as sex workers in
brothels or as virtual domestic slaves in India and Pakistan. Boys are
made to work as camel jockeys in the Middle East.

For the processing of their visas and travel, Thai women paid 4.5
million yen each to Japanese brokers involved in a prostitution ring in
Tokyo.

Twenty-four of the 42 Indian seamen who were abandoned by their
ship's owners on the shores of Kalba in the United Arab Emirates were
repatriated on 1 August 1999, after staying in their vessels for six
months. '

In Indonesia, the number of people displaced by the violence in troubled
Aceh province has grown to 130,000. The refugees' health condition
has been described by aid workers as "very poor."



1. Migrants aND ReFUGEES: A CoNCERN IN THE HEART OF THE CHURCH

Love of, and service to, these millions of migrants, refugees and IDPs
is not, or ought not to be, new to the Church. For this is rooted in the
Scriptures. '

In the Old Testament, we are commanded to welcome strangers, in
very explicit terms: "When an alien lives with you in your land, do not
mistreat him. The alien living with you must be treated as one of your
native-born. Love him as yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt."'®

In the New Testament, we behold our Lord Jesus Christ, who "has
nowhere to lay his head."'” He was born in a manger, was brought by Mary
and Joseph to Egypt to flee from Herod, and lived as an itinerant preacher.
Through the beautiful Parable of the Good Samaritan,'" we are shown what
is expected of Christ's followers when faced with a stranger in need. For, at
the end of time, this migrant Lord teaches us, our attitude towards strangers
and refugees, will be one of the things we will be made to account for."

This expressed care of the Church for migrants and refugees 1s made
unequivocal in the Catholic social teachings, in encyclical letters, and in
ecumenical council documents.?’ For the institutional church, the Motu
Propio De Pastolari Migratorum Cura can be of great significance as it
outlines norms for episcopal conferences, dioceses, and parishes to observe
in the pastoral care for migrants and refugees. A very comprehensive docu-
ment on the pastoral and social care for refugees is "Refugees: A Challenge
to Solidarity", issued by the Pontifical Council "Cor Unum" and the Pontifi-
cal Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples in 1992.
In sum, the document stresses that, in dealing with refugees and internally

15 Tn an attempt to compile Biblical passages related to migration, the Catholic Bishops
Conference of the Philippines —Episcopal Commission for the Pastoral Care of Mi-
grants and Itinerant People (CBCP-ECMI) listed 183 selected passages. These can be
found in its Booklet No.3, "Migration in the Bible and Church Documents.” Manila :
CBCP-ECMI, 1995; p.13.

' Cf. Leviticus 19:33-34.

T Cf. Matthew 8:20

"% Cf. Tohn 4:1-30.

'* Cf. Matthew 25:34-36.

2 Major Church documents with specific references to migration include the Apostolic
Constitution "Exsul Familia" (1952), Vatican II (19653), the Motu Proprio "De Pastolari
Migratorum Cura" (1969), the Motu Proprio "Apostolicae Caritatis" (1970), which de-
creed the establishment of the Pontifical Commission for the Pastoral Care of Migrants
and Itinerant People, the Encyclical "Laborem Exercens" (1981), "Canon Law" (1983},
the "Catechism of the Catholic Church"(1994), and the Motu Propio "Stella Maris" (1997).





















































































































