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INDONESIA 

Faith - Fraternity – Compassion 

I. Meeting With the Authorities, Civil Society and the 
Diplomatic Corps, Istana Negara Presidential Palace Hall 
(Jakarta, Indonesia) 

- Address of His Holiness Pope Francis 

Wednesday, 4 September 2024 

Mr. President, 
Distinguished Authorities, 
Your Eminences, 
Your Excellencies, 
Esteemed Representatives of religious communities 
and of various religions, 
Esteemed Representatives of Civil Society, 
Members of the Diplomatic Corps! 

I cordially thank you, Mr. President, for the gracious invitation to 
visit your country and for your kind words of welcome. I extend 
to the President-elect my warmest good wishes for a fruitful period 
of service to Indonesia, a vast archipelago of thousands and 
thousands of islands surrounded by the sea that connects Asia to 
Oceania. 

We could almost say that, just as the ocean is the natural element 
uniting all Indonesian islands, the mutual respect for the specific 
cultural, ethnic, linguistic and religious characteristics of all the 
groups present in Indonesia is the indispensable and unifying 
fabric that makes Indonesians a united and proud people. 

Your national motto Bhinneka tunggal ika (United in Diversity, 
literally Many but One) captures well this multifaceted reality of 
diverse peoples firmly united in one nation. It also shows that, just 
as the great biodiversity present in this archipelago is a source of 
richness and splendor, your specific differences similarly 
contribute to forming a magnificent mosaic, in which each tile is 
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an irreplaceable element in creating a great original and precious 
work. This is your treasure, your greatest riches. 

A harmony in diversity is achieved when particular perspectives 
take into account the needs common to all and when each ethnic 
group and religious denomination acts in a spirit of fraternity, 
pursuing the noble goal of serving the good of all. The awareness 
of participating in a shared history, in which solidarity is essential 
and contributions are made by all, helps to identify the right 
solutions, to avoid the exasperation of contrasts and to transform 
opposition into effective cooperation. 

This wise and delicate balance, between the multiplicity of cultures 
and different ideological visions, and the ideals that cement unity, 
must be continuously defended against imbalances. It is a work of 
craftsmanship, I repeat, a work of craftsmanship entrusted to 
everyone, but in a special way to those in political life, who should 
strive toward harmony, equity, respect for the fundamental rights 
of human beings, sustainable development, solidarity and the 
pursuit of peace, both within society and with other peoples and 
nations. From this comes the greatness of politics. A wise man once 
said that politics is the highest form of charity. This is beautiful. 

In order to foster a peaceful and fruitful harmony that ensures 
peace and unites efforts to remove the imbalances and suffering 
that still persist in some areas, the Church desires to increase 
interreligious dialogue. In this way, prejudices can be eliminated 
and a climate of mutual respect and trust can grow. This is 
indispensable for meeting common challenges, including that of 
countering extremism and intolerance, which through the 
distortion of religion attempt to impose their views by using 
deception and violence. Closeness, on the other hand, listening to 
the opinion of others, creates a fraternal nation. This is something 
very, very beautiful. 

The Catholic Church is at the service of the common good and 
wishes to strengthen cooperation with public institutions and 
other actors in civil society, but she never proselytizes, and always 
the respects the faith of every person. The Church wishes to 
encourage the formation of a more balanced social fabric and 
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ensure a more efficient and equitable distribution of social 
assistance. 

In this regard, I would like to refer to the Preamble of your 1945 
Constitution, which offers valuable insights into the path chosen 
by a democratic and independent Indonesia. This is a very 
beautiful history. Reading it, we can see that it was everyone’s 
choice. 

Twice within a few lines, the Preamble refers to Almighty God and 
the need for his blessing to descend upon the nascent state of 
Indonesia. Similarly, the opening lines of your fundamental 
constitutional law refer to social justice twice: as the desired 
foundation for international order and as one of the main 
objectives to be achieved for the benefit of the entire Indonesian 
people. 

Unity in multiplicity, social justice and divine blessing are thus the 
fundamental principles intended to inspire and guide the social 
order. They can be likened to a support structure, the solid base on 
which to build the house. How can we fail to notice that these 
principles fit very well with the motto of my visit to Indonesia: 
Faith, Fraternity, Compassion? 

Unfortunately, however, we see in today’s world certain 
tendencies that hinder the development of universal fraternity (cf. 
Encyclical Letter, Fratelli Tutti, 9). In various regions we see the 
emergence of violent conflicts, which are often the result of a lack 
of mutual respect, of the intolerant desire to let one’s own interests, 
one’s own position, or one’s own partial historical narrative 
prevail at all costs, even when this leads to endless suffering for 
entire communities and results in wars and much bloodshed. 

Sometimes violent tensions arise within countries because those in 
power want to make everything uniform, imposing their vision 
even in matters that should be left to the autonomy of individuals 
or groups. 

Furthermore, despite impressive declarations of policy, there is 
also a lack of true and forward-looking commitment to implement 
the principles of social justice. As a result, a considerable part of 
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humanity is left on the margins, without the means for a dignified 
existence and no defense against the serious and growing social 
imbalances that trigger acute conflicts. How is this often resolved? 
With a law of death, that is by limiting births, limiting the greatest 
richness that a nation can have, its births. Your country, 
meanwhile, has families with three, four, and five children. This is 
seen in the average age of the nation. Keep going like this. It is an 
example for all countries. It may seem funny that perhaps some 
families prefer to have a cat or a small dog, and not a child, but this 
is not right. 

In other contexts, people believe they can or should disregard the 
need to seek God’s blessing, judging it to be superfluous for 
human beings and civil society. They promote instead their own 
efforts, but this often leads them to encounter frustration and 
failure. Yet, there are times when faith in God is continually placed 
in the forefront, but is sadly manipulated to foment divisions and 
hatred instead of furthering peace, communion, dialogue, respect, 
cooperation and fraternity for building up the nation. 

Brothers and sisters, in the face of the above challenges, it is 
encouraging that the philosophy guiding the organization of the 
Indonesian State is both balanced and wise. In this regard, I make 
my own the words of Saint John Paul II during his 1989 visit to this 
very palace. Among other things, he said: “In acknowledging the 
presence of legitimate diversity, in respecting the human and political 
rights of all citizens, and in encouraging the growth of national 
unity based on tolerance and respect for others, you lay the 
foundations for that just and peaceful society which all 
Indonesians wish for themselves and long to bequeath to their 
children” (Address to the President of the Indonesian Republic and the 
Authorities, Jakarta, 9 October 1989). 

If at times in the past the principles mentioned above have not 
always been implemented, they remain valid and reliable, like a 
beacon that illuminates the path to be taken and that warns of the 
most dangerous mistakes to be avoided. 

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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It is my hope that everyone, in their daily lives, will be able to draw 
inspiration from these principles and implement them when 
carrying out their respective duties, since opus justitiae pax, peace 
is the work of justice. Harmony is achieved when we are 
committed not only to our own interests and vision, but to the 
good of all, to building bridges, fostering agreements and 
synergies, joining forces in order to defeat all forms of moral, 
economic and social distress, and promoting peace and concord. 

Dear brothers and sisters, keep going on your path, which is so 
beautiful and just. And now I invoke a blessing upon all of the 
people: May God bless Indonesia with peace, for a future full of 
hope. God bless you all! 

II. Meeting With Bishops, Priests, Deacons, 
Consecrated Persons, Seminarians and Catechists, 
Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption (Jakarta, 
Indonesia) 

- Address of His Holiness Pope Francis 

Wednesday, 4 September 2024 

The Holy Father takes the floor after listening to some 
testimonies, and he asks the catechist who has just concluded to 
stay by his side for a moment. 

With you standing here in front of everyone, I would like to say 
something. 

The catechists carry the Church forward. They are the ones who 
move forward first, followed by the nuns, then the priests and the 
bishop. But, the catechists are at the front, they are the driving force 
of the Church. 

On one of my trips to Africa, the President of a country told me 
that he had been baptized by his father who was a catechist. Faith 
is transmitted at home and in dialect. The catechists, together with 
the mothers and grandmothers, pass on the faith. I am very 
grateful to all the catechists: they are good, very good! Thank you! 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 
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There are cardinals, bishops, priests, nuns, lay people, and 
children, but we are all brothers and sisters. The titles of the pope, 
the cardinal, and the bishop are not as important, we are all 
brothers and sisters. Everyone has his own task to grow God’s 
people. 

I greet all present, the Cardinal, Bishops, priests, deacons, 
consecrated men and women, seminarians and catechists. I thank 
the President of the Bishops’ Conference for his words, as well as 
our brothers and sisters who shared their testimonies with us. 

As you know, the motto chosen for this Apostolic Visit is Faith, 
Fraternity, Compassion. I think these are three virtues that express 
well both your journey as a Church and your character as a people, 
who are ethnically and culturally diverse. At the same time, you 
are characterized by an innate striving for unity and peaceful 
coexistence, as witnessed by the traditional principles of the 
Pancasila. I would now like to reflect with you on these three 
words. 

The first is faith. Indonesia is a large country, with many natural 
riches, in terms of plants and wildlife, energy sources, raw 
materials and so on. If viewed superficially, such great wealth 
could be a reason for pride or arrogance, but when considered with 
an open mind and heart, this wealth can instead be a reminder of 
God, of his presence in the cosmos and in our lives, as Sacred 
Scripture teaches us (cf. Gen 1; Sir 42:15; 43:33). Indeed, it is the 
Lord who gives all this. There is not an inch of the marvelous 
Indonesian territory, nor a moment in the lives of its millions of 
inhabitants that is not a gift from God, a sign of his gratuitous and 
everlasting love as Father. Looking at all we have been given with 
the humble eyes of children helps us to believe, to recognize 
ourselves as small and beloved (cf. Ps 8), and to cultivate feelings 
of gratitude and responsibility. 

Agnes talked about this when inviting us to live our relationship 
with creation and with our brothers and sisters, especially the most 
needy, through a personal and communal lifestyle marked by 
respect, civility and humanity, together with sobriety and 
Franciscan charity. 
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After faith, the second word in the motto is fraternity. A twentieth-
century poet used a very beautiful expression to describe this 
attitude. She wrote that being brothers and sisters means loving 
each other by recognizing each other “as different as two drops of 
water” (W. Szymborska, “Nulla due volte accade”, in La gioia di 
scrivere. Tutte le poesie (1945-2009), Milano 2009, 45). How beautiful! 
That expression captures it perfectly. No two drops of water are 
alike, nor are two brothers or sisters, not even twins are completely 
identical. Living out fraternity, then, means welcoming each other, 
recognizing each other as equal in diversity. 

This, too, is a value dear to the Indonesian Church and is made 
manifest through the openness with which you address the 
various internal and external realities encountered on a cultural, 
ethnic, social and religious level. In particular, your local Church 
values the contribution of all and generously offers assistance in 
every setting. This, brothers and sisters, is important, because 
proclaiming the Gospel does not mean imposing our faith, placing 
it in opposition to that of others, or proselytizing, it means giving 
and sharing the joy of encountering Christ (cf. 1 Pet 3:15-17), 
always with great respect and fraternal affection for everyone. I 
invite you always to keep yourselves open and friendly to all – I 
like the expression “hand-in-hand” as Father Maxi said – prophets 
of communion, in a world where the tendency to divide, impose 
and provoke each other seems to be constantly increasing (cf. 
Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 67). On this point, I want 
to tell you something: do you know who is the most divisive 
person in the world? The great divider, who always divides, but it 
is Jesus who unites. It is the devil who divides, so be careful! 

As Sister Rina reminded us, it is important to try to reach everyone. 
In this regard, it is hoped that not only the texts of the word of God 
but also the teachings of the Church will be translated into Bahasa 
Indonesia in order to make them accessible to as many people as 
possible. Nicholas also pointed out the need to reach everyone, 
describing the mission of the catechist with the image of a “bridge” 
that unites. This struck me, and made me think of a wonderful 
vision in the great Indonesian archipelago of thousands of 
“bridges of the heart” uniting all the islands, and even more so of 
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millions of such “bridges” uniting all the people who live there! 
Another beautiful image of fraternity would be an immense 
tapestry of threads of love that cross the sea, overcome barriers and 
embrace all diversity, making everyone “one heart and soul” (cf. 
Acts 4:32). It is the language of the heart, don’t forget this! 

We come now to the third word: compassion, which is very closely 
related to fraternity. Compassion means to suffer with the other, 
to share feelings: it is a beautiful word! We know that compassion 
does not consist in giving alms to needy brothers and sisters, 
looking down on them from our own security and success. On the 
contrary, compassion consists in drawing close to one another, 
removing everything that can prevent us from stooping down to 
touch those on the ground and thus giving them hope (cf. Fratelli 
Tutti, 70). This is essential: to touch poverty. When I hear 
confessions, I always ask adults, “Do you give alms?” and they 
generally say, “Yes” because they are good people. But the second 
question is, “Do you, when you give alms, touch the hand of the 
beggar? Do you look into his eyes? Or do you throw the coin at 
him from a distance so as not to touch him?” This is something we 
all have to learn: compassion means to suffer, to walk with those 
who are suffering in their feelings and to embrace them, to 
accompany them. Moreover, it means embracing their dreams and 
desires for freedom and justice, taking care of them, supporting 
them while also involving others, widening the “net” and the 
boundaries to create a great expansive dynamism of charity (cf. 
ibid., 203). This does not mean being a communist, rather it means 
charity, it means love. 

There are people who are afraid of compassion because they 
consider it a weakness, they think suffering with the other is a 
weakness. Instead, they champion, as if it were a virtue, the 
shrewdness of those who serve their own interests by keeping their 
distance from everyone, by not letting themselves be “touched” by 
anything or anyone, thus thinking they are more lucid and free in 
achieving their goals. 

I sadly remember a very rich person in Buenos Aires, who had a 
habit of taking, and taking, more and more money. He died and 
left a huge inheritance. People joked around saying, “Poor guy, 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#203
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they couldn’t close the coffin!” He wanted to take everything but 
he took nothing. It might make us laugh, but don’t forget that the 
devil comes in through the pockets, always! Holding onto riches 
as security is an incorrect way of looking at reality. What keeps the 
world going is not the calculations of self-interest, which generally 
end up destroying creation and dividing communities, but 
offering charity to others. This is what moves us forward: charity 
that gives of itself. Compassion does not cloud the true vision of 
life. On the contrary, it makes us see things better, in the light of 
love, and we things more clearly with the eyes of the heart. I would 
like to repeat, please be careful, and don’t forget that the devil 
enters through the pockets! 

The architecture of this Cathedral’s main entrance, with its Marian 
focus, sums up very well what we have said. At the center of the 
pointed arch is a pillar on which there is a statue of the Virgin 
Mary. It thus shows us that the Mother of God is above all a model 
of faith, but she also symbolically supports the entire edifice of the 
Church through her humble “yes” to God’s plan (cf. Lk 1:38). Yet 
the pillar represents Christ and the humble woman standing on 
that pillar seemingly bears with him the weight of the whole 
building, as if to say in the end that human labor and ingenuity 
cannot support itself. Mary, then, appears as an image of fraternity, 
a gesture of welcome in the middle of the main entrance to all those 
who wish to enter. She is the mother who receives us. Finally, she 
is also an icon of compassion, watching over and protecting God’s 
people who, with their joys and sorrows, labors and hopes, gather 
in the Father’s house. She is the mother of compassion. 

Dear brothers and sisters, I would like to conclude these reflections 
by repeating what Saint John Paul II said when addressing 
Bishops, clergy and consecrated persons during his Visit here 
several decades ago. Quoting the following verse from the Psalms, 
“Laetentur insulae multae – Let the many islands rejoice” (Ps 96:1), 
he invited those listening to put it into practice by “bearing witness 
to the joy of the Resurrection and in giving your life so that even 
the most distant islands may ‘rejoice’ at hearing the Gospel, of 
which you are authentic preachers, teachers and witnesses” 
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(Meeting with the Bishops, Clergy and Religious of Indonesia, Jakarta, 
10 October 1989). 

I too renew this exhortation, and I encourage you to continue your 
mission by being strong in faith, open to all in fraternity and close 
to one another in compassion. Strong, open and close, with the 
fortitude of faith. Openness to welcome everyone! I am so struck 
by that parable in the Gospel, when the wedding guests did not 
want to come, what did the Lord do? Did he become bitter? No, he 
sent his servants and told them to go to the crossroads of the streets 
and to bring everyone inside. With this very beautiful style in 
mind, go forth with brotherhood, with compassion and with unity. 
I think of the many islands here, so many islands, and the Lord 
says to the good people, to you, “everybody, everybody”. Indeed, 
the Lord says, “good and bad,” everyone! I, too, renew this 
exhortation and encourage you to continue your mission, strong in 
faith, open to all in fraternity and close to others in compassion. 
Faith, fraternity and compassion. I leave you these three words, 
and you can think about them later. Faith, fraternity and 
compassion. I bless you, and thank you for the many good things 
you do each day on all these beautiful islands! I will pray for you 
and I ask you, please, to pray for me. Be careful about one thing: 
pray for, not against! Thank you. 

III. Interreligious Meeting, Istiqlal Mosque (Jakarta, 
Indonesia)  

- Address of His Holiness Pope Francis 

Thursday, 5 September 2024 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 

I am happy to be here, in the largest Mosque in Asia, together with 
all of you. I greet the Grand Imam and thank him for his words, 
reminding us that this place of worship and prayer is also “a great 
house for humanity”, where everyone can enter and take time for 
themselves, in order to make space for that yearning for the infinite 
that each one of us carries in our hearts, and to seek an encounter 
with the divine and experience the joy of friendship with others. 
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Moreover, I would like to recall that this Mosque was designed by 
the architect Friedrich Silaban, a Christian who won the design 
competition. This testifies to the fact that throughout the history of 
this nation and in the very fabric of its culture, the Mosque, like 
other places of worship, are spaces of dialogue, mutual respect and 
harmonious coexistence between religions and different spiritual 
sensibilities. This is a great gift that you are called to cultivate every 
day, so that religious experiences may be reference points for a 
fraternal and peaceful society and never reasons for close-
mindedness or confrontation. 

In this regard, mention should be made of the underground 
tunnel, the “tunnel of friendship”, connecting the Istiqlal Mosque 
and the Cathedral of Saint Mary of the Assumption. This is an 
eloquent sign, allowing these two great places of worship not only 
to be “in front” of each other, but also “connected” to each other. 
Indeed, this passageway allows for encounter, dialogue and a real 
possibility for “finding and sharing a ‘mystique’ of living together, 
mingling and encounter […] stepping into this flood tide which, 
while chaotic, can become a genuine experience of fraternity, a 
caravan of solidarity, a sacred pilgrimage” (Apostolic Exhortation 
Evangelii Gaudium, 87). I encourage you to continue along this path 
so that all of us, together, each cultivating his or her own 
spirituality and practicing his or her religion, may walk in search 
of God and contribute to building open societies, founded on 
reciprocal respect and mutual love, capable of protecting against 
rigidity, fundamentalism and extremism, which are always 
dangerous and never justifiable. 

Bearing in mind all that has been said, which is symbolized by the 
tunnel, I would like to leave you with two suggestions to 
encourage you on the path of unity and harmony that you have 
already embarked upon. 

The first is always look deeply, because only in this way can we find 
what unites despite our differences. Indeed, on the surface there 
are spaces in both the Mosque and the Cathedral that are well 
defined and frequented by their respective faithful, but below 
ground in the tunnel, those same people can meet and encounter 
each other’s religious perspectives. This image reminds us of the 
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important fact that the visible aspects of religions – the rites, 
practices and so on – are a heritage that must be protected and 
respected. However, we could say that what lies “underneath”, 
what runs underground, like the “tunnel of friendship”, is the one 
root common to all religious sensitivities: the quest for an 
encounter with the divine, the thirst for the infinite that the 
Almighty has placed in our hearts, the search for a greater joy and 
a life stronger than any type of death, which animates the journey 
of our lives and impels us to step out of ourselves to encounter 
God. Here, let us remember that by looking deeply, grasping what 
flows in the depths of our lives, the desire for fullness that dwells 
in the depths of our hearts, we discover that we are all brothers 
and sisters, all pilgrims, all on our way to God, beyond what 
differentiates us. 

The second suggestion is to preserve the bonds between you. The 
tunnel was built in order to create a link between two different and 
distant places. This is what the tunnel does: it connects, creating a 
bond. Sometimes we think that a meeting between religions is a 
matter of seeking common ground between different religious 
doctrines and beliefs no matter the cost. Such an approach, 
however, may end up dividing us, because the doctrines and 
dogmas of each religious experience are different. What really 
brings us closer is creating a connection in the midst of diversity, 
cultivating bonds of friendship, care and reciprocity. These 
relationships link us to others, allowing us to commit ourselves to 
seek the truth together, learning from the religious tradition of 
others, and coming together to meet our human and spiritual 
needs. They are also bonds that allow us to work together, to move 
forward together in pursuit of the same goals: defense of human 
dignity, the fight against poverty and the promotion of peace. 
Unity is born from personal bonds of friendship as well as mutual 
respect and defense of the ideas of others and their sacred spaces. 
May you always cherish this! 

Dear brothers and sisters, “fostering religious harmony for the 
sake of humanity” is the path that we are called to follow. It is also 
the title to the joint declaration prepared for this occasion. By 
adhering to it, we take on the responsibility to address the serious 
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and sometimes dramatic crises that threaten the future of 
humanity such as wars and conflicts, which are unfortunately 
caused at times by the manipulation of religion, and the 
environmental crisis, which is an obstacle to the growth and 
coexistence of peoples. In the face of these crises, it is important 
that the values common to all religious traditions be effectively 
promoted in order to help society “defeat the culture of violence 
and indifference” (Joint Declaration of Istiqlal) and promote 
reconciliation and peace. 

I thank you for the common path you are taking. Indonesia is a 
great country, a mosaic of cultures, ethnicities and religious 
traditions, a rich diversity, which is also reflected in the varied 
ecosystem. If it is true that you are home to the world’s largest gold 
mine, know that the most precious treasure is the determination 
that differences can be harmonized through concord and mutual 
respect instead of being a cause for conflict. You are known for this 
harmony. Do not lose this gift! Do not impoverish yourselves of 
this great treasure. On the contrary, cultivate it and pass it on, 
especially to the young. May no one succumb to the allure of 
fundamentalism and violence. May everyone instead be awestruck 
by the dream of a free, fraternal and peaceful society and 
humanity! 

Thank you for your kind smiles, which always shine on your faces 
and are a sign of your beauty and inner openness. May God 
preserve this gift. With his help and blessing go forth, Bhinneka 
Tunggal Ika, united in diversity. Thank you! 

 

Greeting in the Tunnel of Friendship 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

I congratulate you all because the purpose of this “Tunnel of 
Friendship” is to be a place of dialogue and encounter. 

When we think of a tunnel, we might easily imagine a dark 
pathway. This could be frightening, especially if we are alone. Yet 
here it is different, for everything is illuminated. I would like to tell 
you, however, that you are the light that illuminates it, and you do 
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so by your friendship, by the harmony you cultivate, the support 
you give each other, and by journeying together, which leads you 
in the end towards the fullness of light. 

We who belong to different religious traditions have a role to play 
in helping everyone pass through the tunnels of life with our eyes 
turned towards the light. Then, at the end of the journey, we will 
be able to recognize in those who have walked beside us, a brother, 
a sister, with whom we can share life and support each other. 

In the face of today’s many challenges, we respond with the sign 
of fraternity. Indeed, by welcoming others and respecting their 
identity, fraternity urges them on a common path travelled in 
friendship and leading towards the light. 

I am grateful to those who work with the conviction that we can 
live in harmony and peace, and are aware of the need for a more 
fraternal world. I hope that our communities may increasingly be 
open to interreligious dialogue and be symbols of the peaceful 
coexistence that characterizes Indonesia. 

I pray to God, the Creator of all, that he will bless everyone who 
will pass through this Tunnel in a spirit of friendship, harmony 
and fraternity. Thank you! 

IV. Meeting With Beneficiaries from Charitable 
Organizations, Indonesian Bishops' Conference 
Headquarters (Jakarta, Indonesia) 

- Greeting Of His Holiness Pope Francis 

Thursday, 5 September 2024 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 

I am very happy to be here with you. I greet all of you, particularly 
the President of the Indonesian Bishops’ Conference, whom I 
thank for his kind words of introduction. I also thank Mimi and 
Andrew for what they shared with us. It is very fitting that the 
Indonesian Bishops have chosen to celebrate the hundredth 
anniversary of their national Conference with you. Thank you! 



-17- 

 

Thank you for making this decision. Thank you to the President! I 
can tell that your Carthusian spirit helps us to do these things. 

You are shining stars in the sky of this archipelago, the most 
precious members of this Church, its “treasures”, in the words of 
the deacon and martyr Saint Lawrence, from the earliest days of 
the Church. Let me begin by saying that I fully agree with what 
Mimi told us: God “created human beings with unique abilities to 
enrich the diversity of our world”. You spoke well, Mimi, thank 
you. She went on to show us this by speaking beautifully of Jesus 
as “our beacon of hope”. Thank you for this! 

The experience of facing difficulties together, all doing our best, 
each of us making his or her specific contribution, enriches us and 
helps us to discover anew each day how important it is for us to 
work together: in the world, in the Church, in our families, as 
Andrew reminded us. Let us congratulate him for having taken 
part in the Paralympic Games! Bravo! A round of applause for 
Andrew! While we are at it, let us also give ourselves a round of 
applause, since all of us are called to become, together, “champions 
of love” in the great “Olympics” of life! A round of applause to all 
of us! 

Dear friends, we all need one another, and that is not a bad thing.  
It helps us to understand more and more that the most important 
thing in our lives is love (cf. 1 Cor 13:13) and to realize how many 
good people there are, all around us. It also reminds us how much 
the Lord loves us, each and every one of us, even with our 
limitations and difficulties (cf. Rom 8:35-39). Each one of us is 
unique in his eyes and he never forgets us, never. Let us always 
remember that, to keep our hope alive and to strive in turn, 
without ever tiring, to make of our lives become a gift for others 
(cf. Jn 15:12-13). 

Thank you for this meeting and for everything that you do, all 
together. I bless you and I pray for you. And I ask you too, please, 
not to forget to pray for me. Thank you. Today I would like to wish 
a happy birthday to that mother who could not attend, she is in 
bed, but she turns 87 years old today. From all of us here, we send 
her best wishes. 
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V. Holy Mass, Gelora Bung Karno Stadium (Jakarta, 
Indonesia) 

- Homily of His Holiness Pope Francis 

Thursday, 5 September 2024 

The encounter with Jesus calls us to live out two fundamental 
attitudes that enable us to become his disciples. The first attitude 
is listening to the word, and the second is living the word. First, 
listening, because everything comes from listening, from opening 
ourselves to him, welcoming the precious gift of his friendship. 
Then it is important to live the word we have received, so as not to 
listen in vain and deceive ourselves (cf. Jas 1:22). Indeed, those who 
risk listening only with their ears do not allow the seed of the word 
to descend into their hearts and thus change their way of thinking, 
feeling and acting, and this is not good. The word given, and 
received through listening, wishes to become life in us, transform 
us and become incarnate in our lives. 

The Gospel that was just proclaimed helps us to reflect on these 
two essential attitudes: listening to the word and living the word. 

First of all, listening to the word. The Evangelist relates that many 
people flocked to Jesus and “the crowd was pressing in on him to 
hear the word of God” (Lk 5:1). They were looking for him, 
hungering and thirsting for the word of the Lord and they heard it 
resound in the words of Jesus. This scene, then, repeated many 
times in the Gospel, tells us that the human heart is always 
searching for a truth that can feed and satisfy its desire for 
happiness. We cannot be satisfied by human words alone, the 
thinking of this world and earthly judgments. We always need a 
light from on high to illuminate our steps, living water that can 
quench the thirst of the deserts of the soul, consolation that does 
not disappoint because it comes from heaven and not from the 
fleeting things of this world. In the midst of the confusion and 
vanity of human words, brothers and sisters, there is need for the 
word of God, the only true compass for our journey, which alone 
is capable of leading us back to the true meaning of life amid so 
much woundedness and confusion. 
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Brothers and sisters, let us not forget that the first task of the 
disciple – and we are all disciples! – is not to clothe ourselves with 
an outwardly perfect religiosity, do extraordinary things or engage 
in grandiose undertakings. No, the first task, the first step, instead, 
is to know how to listen to the only word that saves, the word of 
Jesus. We can see this in the Gospel scene, when the Master climbs 
into Peter’s boat to distance himself a little from the shore and thus 
preach better to the people (cf. Lk 5:3). Our life of faith begins when 
we humbly welcome Jesus into the boat of our lives, make room 
for him, listen to his word and let ourselves be questioned, 
challenged and changed by it. 

At the same time, brothers and sisters, the word of the Lord asks 
to be incarnated concretely in us so we are called to live the word. 
Merely repeating the word, without living it, makes us like parrots: 
yes, we speak the word, but do not understand it, do not live it. 
After Jesus has finished preaching to the crowds from the boat, he 
turns to Peter and challenges him to take the risk of betting on that 
word, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a 
catch” (v. 4). The word of the Lord cannot remain as a fine abstract 
idea or stir up only a passing emotion. It asks us to change our gaze 
and allow our hearts to be transformed into the image of Christ’s 
heart. The word calls us to cast courageously the nets of the Gospel 
into the sea of the world, running the risk, yes, running the risk of 
living the love that he first lived and in turn taught us to live. The 
Lord, with the burning power of his word, also asks us, brothers 
and sisters, to put out to sea, break away from the stagnant shores 
of bad habits, fears and mediocrity and dare to live a new life. The 
devil likes mediocrity, because it enters within us and destroys us. 

Of course, there are always obstacles and excuses for saying no to 
this call. Let us look again at Peter’s behavior. He had come to 
shore after a difficult night of not catching anything. He was angry, 
tired and disappointed, and yet, instead of remaining paralyzed 
by that emptiness or impeded by his own failure, he says: “Master, 
we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet, on 
your word, I will let down the nets” (v. 5). On your word, I will let 
down the nets. Then, something unheard of happens, the miracle of 
a boat filling up with fish until it almost sinks (cf. v. 7). 
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Brothers and sisters, faced with the many responsibilities of our 
daily lives, together with the call we all feel to build a more just 
society and move forward on the path of peace and dialogue – that 
path which has long been the case in Indonesia – we can sometimes 
feel inadequate. We sometimes feel the weight of our commitment 
and dedication that does not always bear fruit, or of our mistakes 
that seem to impede the journey we are on. We too are asked not 
to remain prisoners of our failures, which is very bad, because 
failures take hold of us and we can become prisoners of failure. 
No, please: let us not remain prisoners of our failures. Instead of 
keeping our eyes fixed only on our empty nets, then, we are to look 
to Jesus and trust him. Do not look at your empty nets, look at 
Jesus! He will make you walk, he will help you, trust in Jesus!  Even 
when we have passed through the night of failure and times of 
disappointment when we have caught nothing, we can always risk 
going out to sea and cast our nets again. Now let us take a moment 
of silence and each of you think about your own failures. And 
looking at these failures, let us risk, let us move forward with the 
courage of the word of God. 

Saint Teresa of Calcutta, whose memory we celebrate today and 
who tirelessly cared for the poorest of the poor and became a 
promoter of peace and dialogue, used to say, “When we have 
nothing to give, let us give that nothing. And remember, even if you 
reap nothing, never tire of sowing”. Brother and sister, never tire of 
sowing, for this is life. 

Brothers and sisters, I would also like to say to you, to this nation, 
to this wonderful and varied archipelago, do not grow weary of 
setting sail, do not grow weary of casting your nets, do not grow 
weary of dreaming, do not grow weary of building again a 
civilization of peace. Always dare to dream of fraternity, which is 
a real treasure among you. Guided by the word of the Lord, I 
encourage you to sow seeds of love, confidently tread the path of 
dialogue, continue to show your goodness and kindness with your 
characteristic smile. Have you been told that you are a smiling 
people? Please, do not lose your smile, and keep moving forward! 
And be builders of peace. Be builders of hope! 
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The Bishops of the country recently expressed a desire that I too 
would like to communicate to all the Indonesian people: walk 
together for the good of society and of the Church! Be builders of 
hope. Listen carefully: be builders of hope, the hope of the Gospel, 
which does not disappoint (cf. Rom 5:5), which never disappoints, 
but instead opens us up to endless joy. Thank you very much. 

______________________________________________________ 

Thanksgiving at the Conclusion of Mass 

I thank Cardinal Ignatius, as well as the President of the Bishops’ 
Conference and the other Bishops of the Church in Indonesia, who 
together with the priests and deacons serve the holy people of God 
in this great country. I thank, too, the consecrated men and 
women, all the volunteers and, with great affection, the elderly, 
sick and suffering who have been praying for us. Thank you! 

My visit among you is drawing to an end, and I wish to express 
my joyful gratitude for the superb welcome that I have received. 
With renewed thanks to the President of the Republic, who was 
present here today, to the other Civil Authorities and the security 
services, I likewise express my appreciation to the entire 
Indonesian people. 

It says in the Acts of the Apostles that on the day of Pentecost there 
was a great commotion in Jerusalem. And everyone was making a 
noise in preaching the Gospel. Please, dear brothers and sisters, 
make a noise! Make a noise! 

May the Lord bless you. Thank you! 
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TIMOR-LESTE 

May your faith be your culture 

VI. Meeting With the Authorities, Civil Society and the 
Diplomatic Corps, Presidential Palace Hall (Dili, Timor 
Leste) 

- Address of His Holiness Pope Francis 

Monday, 9 September 2024 

Mr. President, 
Mr. Prime Minister, 
Distinguished members of the Government and Diplomatic Corps, 
Your Eminence, dear brother Bishops, 
Representatives of Civil Society, 
Ladies and Gentlemen! 

I thank you for the kind and joyful welcome to this beautiful 
country of Timor-Leste. I am grateful to the President, Mr. José 
Ramos-Horta, for his kind words of welcome. 

In this place Asia and Oceania touch each other. In a certain sense, 
they also encounter Europe, which, though geographically distant, 
seems closer due to the role it has had in this area over the past five 
centuries – I do not want to talk about the Dutch pirates! Indeed, 
the first Dominican missionaries arrived here from Portugal in the 
sixteenth century, bringing with them the Catholic faith and the 
Portuguese language. Today, both Portuguese and Tetum are the 
two official languages of the country. 

Christianity, born in Asia, arrived at these far reaches of the 
continent through European missionaries, testifying to its 
universal vocation and ability to harmonize with even the most 
diverse cultures, which find a new coalescence that is both higher 
and profound when encountering the Gospel. Christianity 
enculturates, it takes on the cultures and therein the various 
Eastern rites of the various peoples, for one of the important 
aspects of Christianity is the inculturation of the faith. At the same 
time, it evangelizes cultures. This binomial, inculturation of faith 
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and evangelization of culture, is important for Christian life. It is 
not an ideological faith, but a faith rooted in culture. 

This land is adorned with mountains, forests and plains, 
surrounded by a marvelous sea, from what I could see, so rich in 
many things, many fruits and wood. Yet this land has gone 
through a painful period in the recent past. It has experienced 
upheaval and violence, which often occur when a people looks 
toward full independence only to have its quest for autonomy 
denied or thwarted. 

From 28 November 1975 until 20 May 2002, that is, from the date 
independence was declared until it was definitively restored, 
Timor-Leste endured its greatest suffering and trial. It suffered. 
The country, however, has been able to rise again, finding a path 
to peace and the beginning of a new phase of development, of 
improved living conditions and of appreciation on all levels of the 
unspoiled splendor of this land and its natural and human 
resources. 

We give thanks to God, since you never lost hope while going 
through such a dramatic period of your history, and after dark and 
difficult days, a dawn of peace and freedom has finally dawned. 

Your rootedness in the faith has greatly helped in reaching these 
important goals. Saint John Paul II emphasized this during his 
Visit to your country. In his homily in Taçi-Tolu, he recalled that 
the Catholics of Timor-Leste have “a tradition in which family life, 
education and social customs are deeply rooted in the Gospel”, a 
tradition “imbued with the teachings and spirit of the Beatitudes,” 
a rich tradition of “humble trust in God, of mercy and forgiveness, 
and, when necessary, of patient suffering in time of trial” (12 
October 1989). And translating this for today, I would say that you 
are a people that has suffered, but are wise through suffering. 

In this regard, I wish in particular to recall and commend your 
assiduous efforts to achieve full reconciliation with your brothers 
and sisters in Indonesia, an attitude that found its first and purest 
source in the teachings of the Gospel. You remained firm in hope 
even amid affliction and, thanks to the character of your people 
and your faith, you have turned sorrow into joy! May the Lord 
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grant that in other conflicts in various parts of the world the desire 
for peace will prevail, because unity is always superior to conflict; 
the peace of unity is always superior to conflict. This also requires 
a certain purification of memory, in order to heal wounds, to 
overcome hatred with reconciliation and confrontation with 
cooperation. It is good to speak of “the politics of the outstretched 
hand”, which is very wise rather than foolish, for when the 
outstretched hand senses betrayal, it knows how to resist, it knows 
how to move things forward. 

Another praiseworthy event took place when, on the twentieth 
anniversary of the country’s independence, you incorporated as a 
national document the Declaration on Human Fraternity, and I am 
grateful for this, Mr. President. I signed that Declaration together 
with the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar on 4 February 2019 in Abu 
Dhabi. You have done this so that – as the Declaration itself calls 
for – it can be adopted and included in school curricula. Indeed, 
this is fundamental. 

At the same time, I urge you to continue with renewed confidence 
in the prudent establishment and consolidation of the institutions 
of your Republic, so that the citizens can feel that they are truly 
represented and that the institutions are properly equipped to 
serve the people of Timor-Leste. 

Now, a new horizon has opened before you, cleared of dark 
clouds, but with new challenges to face and new problems to solve. 
That is why I want to say: may the faith, which has enlightened 
and sustained you in the past, continue to inspire your present and 
future: Que a vossa fè seja a vossa cultura! That is to say, may it inspire 
principles, projects and choices in conformity with the Gospel. 

Of the various current issues, I think of the phenomenon of 
emigration, which is always an indication of an insufficient or 
inadequate appreciation of resources; as well as the difficulty to 
provide everyone with a job that offers a fair salary and guarantees 
families an income corresponding to their basic needs. And this is 
not always an external phenomenon. In Italy, for example, there is 
emigration from the south to the north and we have a whole region 
in the south that is becoming depopulated. 
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I think too of the poverty present in so many rural areas, and the 
subsequent need for collective and wide-ranging action involving 
manifold efforts and leaders from all sectors – civil, religious and 
social – to remedy it and to offer viable alternatives to emigration. 

Moreover, I think of what can be considered social scourges, such 
as the excessive use of alcohol by young people. Please take good 
care of this; give young people ideals to get them out of these traps! 
There is also the phenomenon of joining certain gangs, which are 
trained in martial arts; but instead of using this knowledge in the 
service of the defenseless, they use it as an opportunity to 
showcase the fleeting and harmful power of violence. Let us not 
forget, too, that these children and adolescents have their dignity 
violated, a phenomenon that is emerging across the world. In 
response, we are all called to do everything possible to prevent 
every kind of abuse and guarantee a healthy and peaceful 
childhood for all young people. 

In order to solve these problems, and to achieve the optimal 
management of the country’s natural resources – primarily oil and 
gas reserves, which could offer unprecedented possibilities for 
development – it is essential to prepare properly and provide 
appropriate training to those who will be called upon to be the 
country’s leaders in the not-too-distant future. I liked what the 
President told me about education here. They will then have at 
their disposal all the necessary tools to develop a far-reaching plan 
focused exclusively on the common good. 

The Church offers her social doctrine as the foundation for such a 
formative process. It constitutes an indispensable and trustworthy 
pillar on which to build various approaches and for verifying 
whether they truly favor integral development or are instead 
obstacles, producing unacceptable inequalities and a large number 
of people who are discarded or left on the margins. The Church’s 
social doctrine is not an ideology, instead it is based on fraternity. 
It is a doctrine that must promote; it promotes the development of 
peoples, especially the poorest. 

Nevertheless, while there is no shortage of problems – as is the case 
with every people in every age – I invite you to remain confident 
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and to keep a hopeful gaze toward the future. There is one thing 
that I would like to tell you: it was not in my address, but it is very 
close to my heart. This is a beautiful country, but what is the best 
thing this country has? Its people. Take good care of your people, 
love your people, help this people grow. It is a wonderful people, 
wonderful! In the few hours since my arrival, I have seen how the 
people express themselves, your people express themselves with 
dignity and with joy. It is a joyful people. 

You are a young people. I am not referring to your culture and 
history, which are rather ancient, but to the fact that about sixty-
five percent of Timor-Leste’s population is under the age of thirty. 
I think of two countries in Europe where the average age is forty-
six and forty-eight. Yet among you, sixty-five percent are under 
thirty years old, so we can think that the average age will be 
around thirty, or a little less. This is a richness. This statistic tells 
us that the first area for you to invest in is education. I am pleased 
about what I heard from the President, about what you are 
achieving.  Keep moving forwards. I think there are already 
several universities, maybe even too many of them; there are 
several secondary schools, whereas perhaps twenty years ago 
there were not. This is a very high rate of growth. Invest, then, in 
education, in education within the family and education at school, 
in an education that puts children and young people at the center 
and promotes their dignity. I was pleased to see the children 
smiling, with those white teeth! There were children from 
everywhere. The enthusiasm, freshness, forward-looking 
perspective, courage and resourcefulness, all typical of the young, 
combined with the experience and wisdom of the elderly, form a 
providential mixture of knowledge and a great impetus toward the 
future. And here, I would like to give a piece of advice: bring 
children and grandparents together. The encounter between 
children and grandparents brings about wisdom.  Please reflect on 
that. Together, youthful enthusiasm and wisdom are a great 
resource that do not allow for passivity, still less for pessimism. 

The Catholic Church, her social doctrine, institutions that provide 
assistance and charity to the needy and educational and health 
care institutions are at the service of all and are also a valuable 
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resource, enabling everyone to look to the future with confidence 
and hope. In this regard, recognition should be given to the fact 
that the Church’s commitment to the common good can rely on the 
cooperation and support of the State, within the framework of the 
cordial relations that have developed between the Holy See and 
the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste, and reflected in the 
Agreement between the Parties that entered into force on 3 March 
2016. Excellent relations. 

Timor-Leste, which has been able to face times of great tribulation 
with patient determination and heroism, thrives today as a 
peaceful and democratic country, committed to building a 
fraternal society and developing peaceful relations with its 
neighbors in the international community. Looking at your recent 
past, and at what has been accomplished so far, there is reason to 
be confident that your nation will likewise be able to face 
intelligently, clearly and creatively the difficulties and problems of 
today. Please trust in the wisdom of the people.  The people have 
their wisdom; trust in that wisdom. 

I entrust Timor-Leste and all its people to the protection of the 
Immaculate Conception, heavenly Patroness invoked under the 
title of Virgem de Aitara. May she accompany you and help you 
always in your mission to build a free, democratic, united and 
joyful country where no one feels excluded and everyone can live 
in peace and dignity. Deus abençoe Timor-Leste! Maromak haraik 
bênção ba Timor-Lorosa’e!  

VII. Visit To Children with Disabilities of the Irmãs Alma 
School, Irmãs Alma School (Dili, Timor Leste) 

- Address of His Holiness Pope Francis 

Tuesday, 10 September 2024 

There is one thing that always makes me think. When Jesus talks 
about the final judgement, he says to some people: “Come with 
me”, but he does not say: “Come with me because you were 
baptized, because you were confirmed, because you were married 
in the Church, because you did not lie, because you did not steal”. 
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No, he says; “Come with me because you took care of me”. Jesus 
says: “Come with me because you took care of me when I was 
hungry, and you gave me food, when I was thirsty, and you gave 
me drink, when I was sick, and you visited me”, and so on.  I call 
this the sacrament of the poor. A love that encourages, that edifies, 
that strengthens. 

And that is what we find here: love. Without love, this makes no 
sense. This is how we come to understand the love of Jesus, who 
gave his life for us. We cannot understand the love of Jesus unless 
we start to practice love. Sharing our lives with those who are most 
in need is a programme, a programme for you, and a programme 
for every Christian. I want to thank you for what you do and I also 
want to thank the girls and boys and young people who spoke to 
us about letting themselves be cared for. They teach us to let 
ourselves be cared for by God. To let ourselves be cared for by God 
and not by any number of ideas, or plans, or whims. To let 
ourselves be taken care of by God. They are our teachers. Thank 
you for this. 

I see this child, what’s his name? Silvano. Bring him here. What 
does Silvano teach us? He teaches us to care. By caring for him we 
learn to care for others. Look at his face: he is calm, patient, 
sleeping peacefully. Just as he lets himself be cared for, we too need 
to learn how to let ourselves be cared for. To let ourselves be cared 
for by God, who loves us so much, to let ourselves be cared for by 
Our Lady, who is our Mother. 

And now... Now let us pray a Hail Mary to Our Lady, and I will 
give you the blessing. [Hail Mary and blessing] 

After the blessing: 

And don’t forget. Don’t forget that we have to learn to let ourselves 
be cared for, all of us, as they let themselves be cared for. Thank 
you. 

Exchange of gifts 

This is the gift that I am leaving to this house. Pay attention: Saint 
Joseph takes care of Our Lady, and Our Lady takes care of Jesus. 
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The most important one is the one who lets himself be cared for 
the most: Jesus. He lets himself be cared for by Mary and Joseph. 

VIII. Meeting With Bishops, Priests, Deacons, 
Consecrated Persons, Seminarians and Catechists, 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception (Dili, Timor Leste) 

- Address of His Holiness Pope Francis 

Tuesday, 10 September 2024 

Dear brother Bishops, 
Dear priests, deacons, consecrated persons and seminarians, 
Dear catechists, brothers and sisters, good morning! 

Many of the youngest – seminarians, young religious – remained 
outside. And now, when I saw the bishop, I told him that he has to 
enlarge the cathedral because it is a grace to have so many 
vocations! Let us thank the Lord and let us also thank the 
missionaries who came before us. When we saw this man 
[Florentino de Jesús Martins, 89 years old, to whom the Pope said 
that he “had competed with the apostle Paul”], who was a catechist 
his whole life, we can understand the grace of the mission 
entrusted to him. Let us thank the Lord for this blessing to this 
Church. 

I am happy to be with you during this journey in which I am a 
pilgrim in the lands of the East. I thank Bishop Norberto de Amaral 
for his words, and for reminding me that Timor-Leste is a country 
“at the edge of the world”. I also come from the ends of the world, 
but you more than me. And I like to say it – precisely because it is 
at the edge of the world, it is at the center of the Gospel! This is a 
paradox that we have to learn: in the Gospel, the peripheries are 
the center and a Church that has no capacity for peripheries and 
that hides in the center is a very ill Church. Instead, when a Church 
thinks beyond, sends out missionaries, it goes into those 
peripheries that are the center, the Church’s center. Thank you for 
being at the peripheries, for we know well that in the heart of 
Christ the “existential peripheries” are the center. Indeed, the 
Gospel is full of people, figures and stories that are on the margins, 
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on the borders, but are called by Jesus to become protagonists of 
the hope that he came to bring us. 

I rejoice with you and for you, for you are the Lord’s disciples in 
this land.  Thinking of your efforts and the challenges you are 
called to face, I was reminded of a very evocative passage from 
John’s Gospel, which tells us of a tender and intimate event that 
happened in the home of Jesus’ friends, Lazarus, Martha and Mary 
(cf. Jn 12:1-11). At a certain point during dinner, Mary “took a 
pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, 
and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume” (v. 3). 

Mary anoints the feet of Jesus with nard, and the whole house is 
filled with that fragrance. I would like to reflect with you on this 
fragrance, the fragrance of Christ, the fragrance of his Gospel. This 
is a gift that you have, a gift that was given to you freely, but which 
you have to preserve and which all of us together are called upon 
to spread. Preserving the fragrance, this gift of the Gospel that the 
Lord has given to the land of Timor-Leste, and spreading the 
fragrance. 

First, preserving the fragrance. We always need to return to the 
origin, to the origin of the gift we have received, of our being 
Christians, priests, religious or catechists. We have received the 
very life of God through his Son Jesus, who died for us and gave 
us the Holy Spirit. We have been anointed with the oil of gladness, 
and the apostle Paul writes, “we are the aroma of Christ to God” 
(2 Cor 2:15). 

Dear sisters and brothers, you are the fragrance of Christ! This 
metaphor is not foreign to you, for here in Timor sandalwood 
grows in abundance, with its fragrance that is highly valued and 
also sought after by other peoples and nations. The Bible itself 
praises its value when it recounts that the Queen of Sheba visited 
King Solomon and offered him a gift of sandalwood (cf.1 Kings 
10:12). I do not know if the Queen of Sheba, before reaching 
Solomon, stopped in Timor-Leste and, perhaps, brought the 
sandalwood from here. 
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Brothers and sisters, you are the fragrance of Christ, a fragrance 
much more expensive than French perfumes! You are the 
fragrance of Christ, you are the fragrance of the Gospel in this 
country. Like a sandalwood tree, evergreen and ever strong, which 
grows and produces fruit, you are missionary disciples who bear 
the fragrance of the Holy Spirit in order to “intoxicate” the lives of 
the holy faithful people of God. 

Yet, let us not forget that the fragrance received from the Lord 
should be carefully preserved, preserved very carefully, as Mary of 
Bethany had kept the nard aside precisely for Jesus. In the same 
way, we must preserve the love – do not forget this phrase, we 
must preserve the love with which the Lord has anointed us, so 
that it does not fade and lose its fragrance. What does this mean? 
It means being aware of the gift received – everything we have is 
a gift, remember that – it means reminding ourselves that the 
fragrance is not for beautifying ourselves but for anointing the feet 
of Christ, proclaiming the Gospel and serving the poor. It means 
being vigilant about ourselves because a lukewarm spiritual 
mediocrity is always lurking. Something Cardinal De Lubac said 
about mediocrity and worldliness comes to mind: “The worst 
thing that can happen to women and men of the Church is to fall 
into worldliness, spiritual worldliness”. Be attentive; preserve that 
fragrance which gives us so much life. 

Here, I would add one further thought. We rightly look back with 
gratitude on our preceding history, to the seed of faith sown here 
by missionaries. These three spoke to us about this: the nun who 
spent her entire consecrated life here; the priest who knew how to 
accompany his people in difficult times of foreign domination; and 
the deacon who never stopped proclaiming the Gospel and 
baptizing. Let us think of these three examples who are 
representatives of the history of our Church, and let us love our 
history, for it is the seed scattered here; as are the schools 
established for the training of pastoral workers and so many other 
things. But is this enough? In reality, we must always fan the flame 
of faith. That is why I wish to say to you: do not forget to deepen 
your knowledge of the Gospel’s doctrine; do not forget to mature 
in spiritual, catechetical and theological formation. All this serves 
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to proclaim the Gospel in your culture and, at the same time, to 
purify it in the face of archaic and sometimes superstitious 
practices. The preaching of the faith must be inculturated in your 
culture and your culture must be evangelized. And this is the case 
for all peoples, not only for you. If a Church is incapable of 
enculturating the faith, then it is incapable of expressing the faith 
in the values proper to a land, it will be a Church that is moralistic 
and fruitless.  There are many beautiful things in your culture. I 
think especially of the belief in the resurrection and in the presence 
of the souls of the dead. All of this, however, must always be 
purified in the light of the Gospel and the doctrine of the Church. 
Please, take up this responsibility since “each culture and group 
needs purification and growth”. 

Now we come to the second point: spreading the fragrance. The 
Church exists to evangelize, and we are called to bring to others the 
sweet fragrance of life, of the new life of the Gospel. Mary of 
Bethany does not use the precious nard to beautify herself, but to 
anoint Jesus’ feet, and in this way she spreads the fragrance 
throughout the house. Indeed, Mark’s Gospel specifies that Mary, 
in order to anoint Jesus, breaks the alabaster jar containing the 
fragrant ointment (cf. 14:3). Evangelization occurs when we have 
the courage to “break” the jar containing the fragrance, breaking 
the “shell” that often closes us in on ourselves, of leaving behind a 
lazy and comfortable religiosity that only serves our personal 
needs. I very much liked the expression that Rosa used, when she 
said: a Church on the move, a Church that does not stand still, does 
not revolve around itself – no, it does not revolve around itself – 
but burns with passion to bring the joy of the Gospel to all. 

Your country, rooted in a long Christian history, also needs a 
renewed impetus toward evangelization, so that the Gospel’s 
fragrance may reach everyone, a fragrance of reconciliation and 
peace after suffering years of war; a fragrance of compassion, 
which will help the poor get back on their feet and inspire a 
renewed commitment to revive the economic and social wellbeing 
of the country; a fragrance of justice against corruption. Be vigilant, 
please! Corruption can so often enter our communities, our 
parishes. In particular, the fragrance of the Gospel must be spread 
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in order to counter anything that humiliates, disfigures or even 
destroys human life; to counter those plagues that cause inner 
emptiness and suffering such as alcoholism, violence, and 
disrespect for women. The Gospel of Jesus has the power to 
transform these dark realities and generate a new society. The 
message that you consecrated women give in the face of the 
phenomenon of the lack of respect for women is that women are 
the most important part of the Church because they take care of 
the most needy: they heal them, they accompany them. I have just 
come from a visit to a beautiful welcoming house for the poorest, 
the most needy [Irmãs Alma school for children with disabilities]. 
Dear Sisters, be mothers of the people of God, be encouraged to 
“give birth” to communities, be mothers. That is what I ask of you. 

Dear sisters, dear brothers, since this “spark” of the Gospel is 
needed, there is also need today for clergy, consecrated persons 
and catechists who are passionate, prepared and creative. 
Creativity is necessary for mission. In this regard, I am grateful for 
the uplifting testimony of Mr. Florentino, a catechist who has 
dedicated a good part of his life to this beautiful ministry. To 
priests especially, I would like to say: I learned that the people 
address you with great affection by calling you Amu, which is the 
most important title here, meaning “lord”. However, this should 
not make you feel superior to the people. You come from the 
people, you are born from mothers of the people, you have grown 
up among the people, so do not forget the culture of the people 
that you have received. You are not superior. Neither must you fall 
into the temptation of being prideful or feeling powerful. Do you 
know how the temptation to power begins? You understand, 
right? My grandmother used to tell me, “The devil always enters 
through our pockets”. In this way the devil enters, always through 
our pockets. Please, do not think of your ministry as bringing 
social prestige. No, ministry is a service. And if any of you do not 
feel like you are a servant of the people, go and ask a wise priest to 
help you to have this important dimension. Let us remember that 
with fragrance we anoint the feet of Christ, which are the feet of 
our brothers and sisters in the faith, starting with the poorest. The 
most privileged are the poorest, and with this fragrance we have 
to care for them. The gesture that the faithful make here when they 
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meet priests is meaningful: they take your consecrated hand and 
bring it close to their foreheads as a sign of blessing. It is beautiful 
to see in this gesture the affection of God’s holy people, for the 
priest is an instrument of blessing. A priest should never, never 
take advantage of this role. You should always bless and console; 
always be a minister of compassion and a sign of God’s mercy. 
And perhaps the sign of all of this is a poor priest. Love poverty as 
your spouse. 

Dear friends, a Portuguese diplomat of the 1500s, Tomé Pires, 
wrote the following, “Malaysian merchants say that God created 
Timor for sandalwood” (The Suma Oriental, London 1944, 204). We, 
however, know that there is also another fragrance, in addition to 
sandalwood, there is another, which is the fragrance of Christ and 
the Gospel, a fragrance that enriches life and fills us with joy. 

You, priests, deacons, religious sisters, do not be discouraged! As 
Father Sancho reminded us in his moving testimony, “God knows 
well how to take care of those he has called and sent on his 
mission”. In times of great difficulty think of this: He accompanies 
us. Let us allow ourselves to be accompanied by the Lord in a spirit 
of poverty and in a spirit of service. I bless you from my heart. And 
I ask you, please, do not forget to pray for me; but please pray for 
me, and not against! Thank you. 

And I would also like to end with a thank you, a big thank you for 
your elderly – elderly priests who have spent their lives here, 
elderly nuns who are here, who are extraordinary, who have spent 
their lives here. They are our model. Thank you! 

IX. Meeting With Young People, “Centro de Convenções” 
(Dili, Timor Leste) 

- Address of His Holiness Pope Francis 

Wednesday, 11 September 2024 

Dadeer di’ak! (Good morning!) 
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First of all, I will ask all of you a question, and we will see who can 
answer it: What do young people do? You [pointing to a young 
woman]. 

[the young woman]. “Proclaim Christ!” Very good. 

What else do young people do? 

[another young person] “Proclaim the Word of God”. Very good. 

What other things do young people do? 

[another young person responds] “Love one another”. 

Young people have a great capacity to love. What other things do 
young people do? 

[another young person] “We must cultivate peace in our country”. 

Never forget this. Very good. However, there is something that 
young people always do, young people of different nationalities 
and religions. Do you know what young people always do? They 
make a mess. Do you agree with this? [Young people respond] 
“Yes!” 

I thank you for the greetings, the testimonies and the questions. I 
thank you for the dances because dancing is expressing a feeling 
with the whole body. Do you know a young person who doesn’t 
know how to dance? Life comes with dancing, and you are a 
country of young people. 

There is one thing I was saying this morning to a bishop: I will 
never forget your smiles. Do not stop smiling. Young people make 
up the majority of the population of this land, and your presence 
fills this land with life, hope and a future. Do not lose the 
enthusiasm of faith. Imagine a young person without faith, with a 
sad face! 

Do you know what brings a young person down? Vices. Be on 
your guard. Because there are those who call themselves peddlers 
of happiness. They sell you drugs and so many things that only 
make you happy for only half an hour. You know this better than 
me, don’t you? You know this situation better than me. Do you 
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know or don’t you know? I cannot hear you! [Young people 
respond] “Yes”. Very good, thank you. 

I wish you to go ahead forward with the joy of youth. But do not 
forget that you are heirs of those who preceded you in founding 
this nation. Therefore, do not lose your memory, the memory of 
those who came before you and sacrificed so much to bring this 
nation together. 

There are two things that greatly touched my heart when I went 
out into your streets: the youth of this country and the smiles of its 
people. You are a people who know how to smile, keep it up, never 
forget it 

A young person has to dream. You might ask, Holy Father, how 
can we dream? Do we drink alcohol? [Young people respond] 
“No”. If you do that, you will have nightmares. I invite you to 
dream big. A young person who does not dream is already retired. 
Are any of you young people retired? [Young people respond] 
“No”. Young people have to make a mess, to show the life they 
have. But a young person is usually in the middle of the road of 
life, between the young children and the elderly. One of the most 
beautiful treasures that a society has is the elderly, the 
grandparents. You young people are one of the treasures riches, 
and the other is the elderly, but it is the grandparents - the elderly 
- who give wisdom to the young people. Do you respect your 
elders? [Young people respond] “Yes”. The elderly always precede 
us young people in history, don’t they? The elderly are a treasure. 
The two treasures of a population are the children and the elderly. 
Do you understand? So say it again, what are the two greatest 
treasures of a people? Young people and the elderly. That is why 
a society that has so many children, like you, has to take care of 
them. A society that has so many elderly, who are the memory, 
must respect them and take care of them. 

Let me tell you a story. It happened that in one family, the father, 
the mother, the children and the very old grandfather were eating 
together. When the grandfather ate, he would spill things and drop 
his food. So the father decided to put a table in the kitchen so that 
the grandfather could eat alone there, and he explained to the 
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family that this way, with the grandfather eating by himself, they 
could invite people over without being embarrassed by him. After 
a few days, the father arrived and found his five-year-old son 
playing with some wood. The father asked him, “What are you 
doing with that wood”? The child said, “I’m making a table”. 
“What for”? asked the father. The son replied, “for you, when you 
get old and have to eat alone”. 

The two greatest treasures a society has are children and 
grandparents. Let us repeat together, what are the two greatest 
treasures of society? [Young people respond] “Children and the 
elderly”. Please take care of children and grandparents, okay? 
Now let us give a big round of applause to our grandparents. 

You in this smiling country have a wonderful history of heroism, 
faith, martyrdom and, above all, forgiveness and reconciliation. I 
have a question: Who is the person out of all of history who was 
able to forgive and wanted reconciliation? Think carefully, who is 
the person? Who is it? [Young people respond] “Jesus!” Jesus, our 
brother who wants us all together, and the theme of reconciliation 
leads me to recommend three things to you young people: 
freedom, commitment and fraternity. 

In the Tetum language there is a saying: “ukun rasik-an”, that is, to 
have the capacity to govern oneself. A young man or woman who 
is not able to govern himself or herself, and not able to live the 
“ukun rasik-an” - what are they? They are addicts. Very good. A 
man, a woman, a young person who does not rule himself or 
herself is a slave, he or she is an addict and not free. To what can a 
young person be a slave? To sin, to the mobile phone. Later on I 
will tell you something about the mobile phone. What other things 
can he or she be a slave to? You can be a slave to your own desire, 
to believing you are omnipotent. A young person can also be a 
slave to arrogance. On the contrary, a committed young person 
who works, what is he or she like? [A young person responds.] He 
or she is a young person who works, who loves simplicity, who is 
responsible, who loves the company of his brothers and sisters, 
and loves their country. That is very important. 
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There is another important theme that Rogéria, Cecilia and Efranio 
mentioned concerning the importance of taking care of our 
common home and cultivating family unity. A young person has 
to understand that being free is not about doing what you want, 
but that a young person has responsibility. One of the 
responsibilities is to learn to take care of the common home, and a 
young person has to commit himself or herself to this. There is an 
Eastern proverb that says: “difficult times create strong men”. 
Look at your parents, your grandparents, who had to face difficult 
times to build the freedom of the country. That is why you have to 
learn how to deal with hard times. 

One last point before I go is that you have to learn the value of 
fraternity, meaning of being brothers and sisters, not enemies. 
Your elders, parents and grandparents, maybe had different ideas, 
but they were brothers and sisters. I ask you, is it good for young 
people to have different ideas? For what reason? To fight with 
others, or to respect each other? I think this is what you think, if I 
belong to this religion, and you belong to that other religion, we 
are going to argue. It is not like that, we must respect each other. 
Let us repeat that phrase: respect each other. 

I ask you a question, is hatred a good attitude? [Young people 
respond] “No”. Love and service, these are the correct attitudes. 
Now all together let us repeat: no to hate, yes to love and service. 
Let us say it again, I can’t hear you. [Young people repeat.] If a 
young man or a young woman gets into a fight with another young 
person, what does he or she have to do? [Young people answer.] I 
cannot hear you, what did you say? Let us repeat all together: love 
and reconciliation. [Young people repeat.] Love and reconciliation. 

There is something that often occurs in other countries, and I am 
not sure if it happens in this country: bullying. Is there bullying 
here? Bullying is an attitude of taking advantage of the weakest. 
Someone may be bullied because he or she is ugly, or fat, or walks 
badly. However this is always a bad attitude because it preys on 
the weakness of others. Here in Timor-Leste, is there bullying? 
Please, from now on, no more bullying. 
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Dear young people, be heirs to the beautiful history that preceded 
you, and carry it forward. Have the courage to take things forward. 
If you argue, reconcile. I thank you for all that you do for your 
country, for God’s people. Let us remember what Ilham just 
mentioned, who spoke just now, that we have to love each other 
beyond all ethnic or religious differences. Do you understand this? 
Reconciliation, getting along in spite of our differences, it is 
important. Do we agree? [Young people respond] “Yes”. 

Before I finish, I have to give you a piece of advice, make a mess, 
make a mess.  My second piece of advice is to respect and listen to 
the elders, okay? First piece of advice, what was it? That is good. 
And the second piece of advice? 

God bless you very much, thank you for being here, thank you for 
the singing and dancing. It was very nice. What were the two 
pieces of advice? Make a mess and respect the elders. May God 
keep you joyful. 

 Words of the Holy Father at the end of the gathering, before 
departing: 

Thank you for your joy, thank you for your smile. I gave you two 
pieces of advice. The young people have to make a mess and 
respect their elders. All right? All together, first: make a mess. 
Second: respect the elders. 

Thank you for your presence. I am leaving this country of smiles 
with your faces as well as your hopes and dreams in my heart. May 
God bless you all. 

X. Holy Mass, Esplanade of Taci Tolu (Dili, Timor Leste) 

- Homily of His Holiness Pope Francis 

Tuesday, 10 September 2024 

“A child has been born for us, a son given to us” (Is 9:6). 

With these words, in the first reading, the prophet Isaiah addresses 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. It was a prosperous time for that city, 
but sadly also characterized by great moral decadence. 
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We see much wealth there, but this affluence blinds the powerful, 
seducing them into thinking that they are self-sufficient, with no 
need for the Lord, and their conceit leads them to be selfish and 
unjust. For this reason, despite so much prosperity, the poor are 
abandoned and go hungry, infidelity is rampant, and religious 
practice is increasingly reduced to mere formalism. This deceptive 
façade of a world that at first sight appears to be perfect hides a 
reality that is much darker, harsher and more cruel. A reality 
where there is much need for conversion, mercy and healing. 

This is why the prophet announces to his fellow citizens a new 
horizon, which God will open before them: a future of hope, a 
future of joy, where oppression and war will be banished forever 
(cf. Is 9:1-4). He will make a great light shine upon them (cf. v. 2), 
which will deliver them from the darkness of sin that oppresses 
them. Yet he will do so not with the power of armies, weapons or 
wealth, but through the gift of a son (cf. vv. 6-7). 

Let us pause for a moment to reflect on this image: God shines his 
saving light through the gift of a son. 

In every place, the birth of a son is a shining moment of joy and 
celebration, and can instill also in us a desire for the good, a 
renewal of goodness, a return to purity and simplicity. In the 
presence of a newborn child, even the coldest of hearts is warmed 
and filled with tenderness. An infant’s vulnerability always bears 
a message so strong that it touches even the most hardened souls, 
bringing with it feelings and desires for harmony and serenity. 
Brothers and sisters, the birth of a child indeed brings marvels! 

God’s closeness comes through a child. God becomes a child, not 
merely to amaze and move us, but also to open us to the Father’s 
love, and so that we might let ourselves be fashioned by him, so 
that he may heal our wounds, reconcile our differences and 
reorder our lives. 

How wonderful that here in Timor-Leste there are so many 
children. Indeed, you are a young country and we can see every 
corner of your land teeming with life. What a great gift it is that so 
many children and young people are present, constantly renewing 
our energy and our lives. Furthermore, this is a sign, since making 
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room for little ones, for children, welcoming them, taking care of 
them, and making ourselves “small” before God and before one 
another, are precisely the attitudes that open us to the Lord’s 
action. By becoming like children, we allow God to act in us. 

Today, we venerate Our Lady as Queen, that is, the mother of a 
King, Jesus, who chose to be born small, to make himself our 
brother, and who asked for the “yes” of an innocent young woman 
(cf. Lk 1:38). 

Mary understood this, to the point of choosing to remain small all 
her life, to make herself ever smaller, serving, praying, 
withdrawing to make room for Jesus, even when this cost her 
much. 

So, dear brothers and sisters, let us not be afraid to make ourselves 
small before God, and before each other, let us not be afraid to lose 
our lives, to give up our time, to revise our schedules and to scale 
down our plans when necessary, not in order to diminish them but 
to make them even more beautiful through the gift of ourselves 
and the acceptance of others. 

All of this is well symbolized by two beautiful traditional treasures 
of this land: the Kaibauk and the Belak. Both are made of precious 
metal, which shows how important they are! 

The Kaibauk represents the horns of a water buffalo and the light 
of the sun, and can be used as a headdress worn high on the 
forehead, or placed on the tops of houses. It speaks of strength, 
energy and warmth, and can represent the life-giving power of 
God. What is more, through its lofty position on the head and on 
housetops, it reminds us that with the light of the Lord’s word and 
the power of his grace, we too can cooperate, through our choices 
and actions, in the sublime plan of redemption. 

Complementary to the Kaibauk is the Belak, which is worn on the 
chest. This recalls the gentle glow of the moon, which humbly 
reflects the light of the sun during the night, enveloping 
everything in a light fluorescence. It speaks of peace, fertility and 
sweetness, and symbolizes the tenderness of a mother, who by her 
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delicate loving gestures makes whatever she touches glow with 
the same light she receives from God. 

The Kaibauk and Belak show the strength and tenderness of father 
and mother. Indeed, that is how the Lord reveals his kingship, 
consisting of charity and mercy. 

Finally, let us ask together in this Eucharist, as women and men, 
as Church and as society, that we may reflect in the world the 
strong and tender light of God’s love, of that God who, as we 
prayed in the Responsorial Psalm, “raises the poor from the dust, 
and lifts the needy from the ash heap, to make them sit with 
princes” (Ps 113:7-8). 

* * * 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

I have been thinking a lot about what is the best thing Timor-Leste 
has? Its sandalwood? Its fishing? These are not the best things. The 
best thing is its people. I cannot forget the people on the side of the 
road, with the children. How many children you have! The people, 
the best thing they have is the smile of their children. And a people 
that teaches its children to smile is a people that has a future. 

But be careful! For I have been told that crocodiles come to some 
beaches; crocodiles come swimming and have a stronger bite than 
we can keep at bay. Be careful! Be careful of those “crocodiles” who 
want to change your culture, who want to change your history. 
Stay faithful. And do not go near those “crocodiles” because they 
bite, and they bite hard. 

I wish you all peace. I wish you many children: may the smile of 
this people be its children! Take care of your children; but also take 
care of your elderly, who are the memory of this land. 

Thank you; many thanks for your charity, for your faith. Move 
forward with hope! 

And now let us ask the Lord to bless us all, and then we will sing 
a hymn to the Virgin Mary. 
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SINGAPORE 

Unity—Hope 

XI. Meeting With the Authorities, Civil Society and the 
Diplomatic Corps, Theatre of the Cultural Centre of the 
National University of Singapore 

- Address of His Holiness Pope Francis 

Thursday, 12 September 2024 

Mr. President, 
Mr. Prime Minister, 
Distinguished Authorities, 
Esteemed Representatives of Civil Society, 
Members of the Diplomatic Corps, 

I thank the President for his kind words of welcome, and I renew 
my appreciation for his recent visit to the Vatican. Furthermore, I 
am grateful to all the Authorities for the cordial welcome to this 
City-State, a commercial crossroads of primary importance and a 
place where different peoples meet. 

Those arriving here for the first time cannot fail to be impressed by 
the mass of ultra-modern skyscrapers that seem to rise from the 
sea. They are a clear testimony to human ingenuity, the dynamism 
of Singaporean society and the acumen of the entrepreneurial 
spirit, which have found fertile ground here for their expression. 

Singapore’s story is one of growth and resilience. From humble 
beginnings, this nation has reached an advanced level of 
development, which can only stem from rational decisions and not 
by chance. Indeed, it is the result of an unwavering commitment 
to carry out projects and initiatives that are well thought-out and 
in tune with the specific characteristics of the place. In these days 
you are celebrating the one hundred and first anniversary of the 
birth of Lee Kuan Yew, the first Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Singapore, who held this office from 1959 to 1990 and gave a strong 
impetus to the country’s rapid growth and transformation. 
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It is important that Singapore has not only prospered 
economically, but has also striven to build a society in which social 
justice and the common good are held in high regard. I think in 
particular of your commitment to improving the quality of life of 
citizens through public housing policies, high quality education 
and an efficient healthcare system. I hope that these efforts will 
continue until all Singaporeans are able to benefit from them fully. 

In this regard, I would like to highlight the risk entailed in focusing 
solely on pragmatism or placing merit above all things, namely the 
unintended consequence of justifying the exclusion of those on the 
margins from benefiting from progress. 

Here, I recognize and commend the various policies and initiatives 
put in place to support the most vulnerable, and I hope that special 
attention will be paid to the poor and the elderly – whose labors 
have laid the foundations for the Singapore we see today – as well 
as to protecting the dignity of migrant workers. These workers 
contribute a great deal to society and should be guaranteed a fair 
wage. 

The sophisticated technologies of the digital age and rapid 
developments in the use of artificial intelligence must not lead us 
to forget about the essential need to cultivate real and concrete 
human relationships. These technologies should be used to bring 
us closer together by promoting understanding and solidarity, and 
never to isolate ourselves in a dangerously false and intangible 
reality. 

Singapore is a mosaic of ethnicities, cultures and religions living 
together in harmony, and this word is very important: harmony. 
The achievement and preservation of this positive inclusiveness is 
facilitated by the impartiality of public authorities who engage in 
constructive dialogue with all, thus making it possible for 
everyone to make their own unique contribution to the common 
good and preventing extremism and intolerance from gaining 
strength or endangering social harmony. Mutual respect, 
cooperation, dialogue and the freedom to exercise one’s beliefs 
within the confines of the law are the conditions that allow for 
Singapore’s success and stability. They are necessary for avoiding 



-45- 

 

conflict and chaos and provide instead for a balanced and 
sustainable development. 

From the very beginning of its presence in Singapore, the Catholic 
Church has sought to offer its own distinctive contribution to the 
progress of the nation, especially in the areas of education and 
healthcare. This was possible thanks to the spirit of sacrifice and 
dedication of missionaries and the faithful. Always animated by 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Catholic community is also at the 
forefront of works of charity, contributing significantly to 
humanitarian efforts and managing several healthcare institutions 
and many humanitarian organizations, including Caritas which is 
well known. 

According to the teaching of the Second Vatican Council’s 
Declaration on relations with non-Christian religions, Nostra 
Aetate, the Church has also constantly promoted interreligious 
dialogue and cooperation between different faith communities, in 
a spirit of openness and mutual respect, which are fundamental 
for building a just and peaceful society. 

My presence here comes forty-three years after diplomatic 
relations were established between the Holy See and Singapore. 
The purpose of my visit is to confirm Catholics in their faith, and 
thus help them offer a clear witness to their faith, as well as 
encouraging them to continue, with joy and dedication, their 
cooperation with all men and women of good will in building a 
healthy and cohesive civil society for the sake of the common good. 

Singapore also has a specific role to play on the international level 
— let us not forget this — which is threatened today by conflict 
and wars that have spilled much blood, and I welcome your 
noteworthy promotion of multilateralism and a rules-based order 
shared by all. I encourage you to continue to work in favor of the 
unity and fraternity of humanity and the common good of all 
peoples and all nations, in a way that does not exclude others or is 
restricted to your national interests. 

I would also like to recall the role of the family, which is where we 
learn to be loved and to love, the first place where everyone learns 
to relate to others. Yet we see that the foundations on which 
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families are built are being challenged by current social conditions, 
and run the risk of being weakened. Families must be allowed to 
transmit the values that give meaning and shape to life and to 
teach young people how to form solid and healthy relationships. 
Efforts to promote, protect and support family unity through the 
work of various institutions are therefore to be commended. 

We cannot hide the fact that today we are experiencing 
an environmental crisis, and we should not underestimate the 
impact that a small nation like Singapore can have in this regard. 
Your unique location gives you access to capital, technology and 
talent, resources that can drive innovation in order to take better 
care of the health of our common home. 

Your commitment to sustainable development and the 
preservation of creation is an example to follow, and your search 
for innovative solutions to address environmental challenges can 
encourage other countries to do the same. Singapore is a shining 
example of what humanity can achieve by working together in 
harmony, with a sense of responsibility and a spirit of 
inclusiveness and fraternity. This resembles a summary of your 
attitude: working together, in harmony, with a sense of 
responsibility and in a spirit of fraternity and inclusiveness. I 
encourage you to continue on this path, trusting in God’s promise 
and his fatherly love for all. 

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, may God help you to 
respond to the needs and expectations of your people, and 
encourage you to see how God can accomplish great things for the 
good of all through those who remain humble and grateful. 

God bless Singapore! 

XII. Holy Mass, Singapore Sports Hub National Stadium  

- Homily of His Holiness Pope Francis 

Thursday, 12 September 2024 

“Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up” (1 Cor 8:1). Saint Paul 
addresses these words to the brothers and sisters of the Christian 
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community at Corinth. In his letters to this community, which was 
rich in many charisms (cf. 1 Cor 1:4-5), the Apostle often 
recommends that it cultivate communion in charity. 

Let us listen to those words of Paul as together we thank the Lord 
for the Church in Singapore, which is also rich in gifts, a Church 
that is vibrant, growing and engaged in constructive dialogue with 
the various other Confessions and Religions with which it shares 
this wonderful land. 

For this reason, then, I would like to reflect on Paul’s words, taking 
as a starting point the beauty of this city and its great and bold 
architecture, especially this impressive National Stadium complex, 
which contribute to making Singapore so famous and fascinating. 
First, let us remember that, in the end, at the origins of these 
imposing buildings, as with any other undertaking that leaves a 
positive mark on our world, while people may think that they are 
primarily about money, techniques or even engineering ability, 
which are certainly useful, very useful, what we really find is love, 
precisely the “love that builds up”. 

While some may think this is a naive statement, by reflecting on it 
we see that this is not the case. Indeed, while good works may have 
brilliant, strong, rich and creative people behind them, there are 
always fragile women and men, like us, for whom without love 
there is no life, no impetus, no reason to act, no strength to build. 

Dear brothers and sisters, if there is anything good that exists and 
endures in this world, it is only because, in innumerable situations, 
love has prevailed over hate, solidarity over indifference, 
generosity over selfishness.  Without this, no one here would have 
been able to give rise to such a great metropolis, for the architects 
would not have designed it, the workers would not have worked 
on it and nothing would have been achieved. 

So what we see is a sign, and behind each of the works in front of 
us there are many stories of love to be discovered: of men and 
women united with one another in a community, of citizens 
dedicated to their country, of mothers and fathers concerned for 
their families, of professionals and workers of all kinds sincerely 
engaged in their various roles and tasks. It is good for us, then, to 
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learn to read these stories, written on the front of our homes and 
on the paths of our streets, and to pass on their memory, in order 
to remind us that nothing lasting is born or grows without love. 

Sometimes it happens that the greatness and grandeur of our 
projects can make us forget this, and fool us into thinking that we 
can be the sole authors of our lives, of our wealth, our wellbeing, 
our happiness. Yet, ultimately, life always brings us back to one 
reality: without love we are nothing. 

Faith, then, confirms and enlightens us even more deeply 
regarding this conviction, because it tells us that at the root of our 
capacity to love and be loved is God himself, who with a Father’s 
heart has willed and desired to bring us into existence in an utterly 
gratuitous way (cf. 1 Cor 8:6) and who in an equally gratuitous way 
has redeemed us and freed us from sin and death, through the 
death and resurrection of his only Son. It is in Jesus that all that we 
are and can become have their origin and fulfilment. 

Thus, in our love we see a reflection of God’s love, as Saint John 
Paul II said during his visit to this land (cf. Homily at Holy Mass at 
the National Stadium, Singapore, 20 November 1986). He went on to 
add the important point that, “love is characterized by a deep 
respect for all people, regardless of their race, belief or whatever 
makes them different from ourselves” (ibid.). 

Brothers and sisters, these are important words for us because, 
beyond the astonishment we feel in front of human works, they 
remind us that there is an even greater wonder to be embraced 
with even greater admiration and respect: namely, the brothers 
and sisters we meet, without discrimination, every day on our 
path, as we see in Singaporean society and the Church, which are 
ethnically diverse and yet united and in solidarity! 

The most beautiful building, the most precious treasure, the most 
profitable investment in God’s eyes, what is it? It is ourselves, all 
of us, for we are beloved children of the same Father (cf. Lk 6:35), 
called in turn to spread love. The readings of this Mass speak to us 
of this in various ways. From different points of view, they 
describe the same charity, which is gentle in respecting the 
vulnerability of the weak (cf. 1 Cor 8:13), provident in knowing and 
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accompanying those who are uncertain on life’s journey (cf. Ps 
138), and generous, kind in forgiving beyond all calculation and 
measure (cf. Lk 6:27-38). 

The love that God shows us, and that he invites us to share with 
others, “responds generously to the needs of the poor… is marked 
by compassion for those in sorrow… is quick to offer hospitality 
and is persevering in times of trial. It is always ready to forgive, to 
hope”, to forgive and hope even to the point of returning “a 
blessing for a curse… love is the very center of the Gospel” (SAINT 
JOHN PAUL II, Homily at Holy Mass at the National Stadium, 
Singapore, 20 November 1986). 

Indeed, we can see this in a great many of the saints, those men 
and women who were so conquered by the God of mercy that they 
became a reflection of that mercy, an echo, a living image. Here, to 
conclude, I would like to call to mind just two of them. 

The first is Mary, whose Most Holy Name we celebrate today. She 
has given hope to so many people by her support and presence, 
which she continues to do! On how many lips has her Name 
appeared, and continues to appear in moments of joy and sorrow! 
This is because in her, in Mary, we see the Father’s love manifested 
in one of the most beautiful and fulsome of ways, for in her we see 
the tenderness – let us not forget tenderness! – of a mother, who 
understands and forgives everything and who never abandons us. 
This is why we turn to her! 

The second is a saint dear to this land, who found hospitality here 
many times during his missionary journeys. I am speaking of Saint 
Francis Xavier, who was received in this land on numerous 
occasions, the last on 21 July 1552. 

We still have a beautiful letter that he addressed to Saint Ignatius 
and his first companions, in which he expresses his desire to go to 
all the universities of his time in order to cry out “like a madman… 
[to] those with more learning than charity” so that they might feel 
compelled to become missionaries for the love of their brothers 
and sisters, and to “cry out with all their heart: ‘Lord, I am here! 
What do you want me to do?’” (Letter, Cochin, January 1544). 
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We too could make these words our own, following his and Mary’s 
example: “Lord, here I am; what do you want me to do?”, so that 
they may accompany us not only in these days, but always, as a 
constant commitment to listening and responding readily to the 
invitations to love and live justly that continue to come to us today 
from the infinite love of God. 

XIII. Interreligious Meeting with Young People, “Catholic 
Junior College” (Singapore) 

- Address of His Holiness Pope Francis 

Friday, 13 September 2024 

Thank you very much for your words! 

Three things that you said struck me: “armchair critics,” “comfort 
zone,” and “technology” – the duty to use it but also the risks 
involved. This is the speech that I had prepared, but now I will 
speak [spontaneously]! 

Young people are courageous and like to seek the truth but they 
have to be careful not to become what you referred to as “armchair 
critics” with endless words. A young person must be a critical 
thinker, and it is not good never to be critical. But you must be 
constructive in criticism, because there is a destructive criticism, 
which only makes a lot of complaints but does not offer a new way 
forward. I ask all young people, each of you: are you critical 
thinkers? Do you have the courage to criticize but also the courage 
to let others criticize you? Because, if you criticize, then someone 
else will criticize you. This is sincere dialogue between young 
people. 

Young people must have the courage to build, to move forward 
and go out of their “comfort zones”. A young person who chooses 
always to spend his or her time in “comfort” is a young person 
who becomes fat! Not fatter in body, but fatter in mind! That is 
why I say to young people, “Take risks, go out! Do not be afraid!”. 
Fear is a dictatorial attitude that paralyzes you. It is true that young 
people often make mistakes, many mistakes, and it would be good 
if each one of us – if each of you – could think about how many 
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times you have made mistakes. We make mistakes because we 
started walking and we make mistakes on the journey. This is 
normal; the important thing to realize is that you have made 
mistakes. Let us see who can answer my question: What is worse, 
making a mistake because I started to walk or not making a 
mistake because I stayed at home? Everyone, the latter! A young 
person who does not take risks, who is afraid of making mistakes, 
is already old! Do you understand this? 

You have also talked about the media. Today there are so many 
options, so many possibilities for using the media, cell phone, or 
television. I would like to ask you: is it good to use media or is it 
not good? Let us think about this. What is a young person who 
does not use media like? He or she is closed. What about young 
people who live totally enslaved to the media, what are they like? 
They are lost. All young people should use the media, but in a 
manner that can help us move forward, not in a way that can 
enslave us. Understood? Do you agree or disagree? 

One of the things that has impressed me most about the young 
people here is your capacity for interfaith dialogue. This is very 
important because if you start arguing, “My religion is more 
important than yours...,” or “Mine is the true one, yours is not 
true....,” where does this lead? Somebody answer. [A young 
person answers, “Destruction”.] That is correct. Religions are seen 
as paths trying to reach God. I will use an analogy, they are like 
different languages that express the divine. But God is for 
everyone, and therefore, we are all God’s children. “But my God is 
more important than yours!”. Is this true? There is only one God, 
and religions are like languages that try to express ways to 
approach God. Some Sikh, some Muslim, some Hindu, some 
Christian. Understood? Yet, interfaith dialogue among young 
people takes courage. The age of youth is the age of courage, but 
you can misuse this courage to do things that will not help you. 
Instead, you should have courage to move forward and to 
dialogue. 

One thing that helps a lot with dialogue is respect. I will tell you 
one thing. I don’t know if it happens here, in this city, but in other 
cities it happens that among young people something bad occurs: 
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bullying. I ask you: who is the bravest to tell me what they think 
about bullying? [Some young people respond] Thank you! 
Everyone has provided a definition of bullying but with a different 
aspect. Whether it is verbal or physical bullying, it is always an 
aggression. Always. Just think about what happens in schools or 
children’s groups: bullying targets those who are weaker. For 
example, a disabled boy or girl. Instead, we saw here this beautiful 
dance with disabled children! Each one of us has our own abilities 
and limitations. Do we all have abilities? [Answer: “Yes!”] Do we 
all have some limitations? [Answer: “Yes!”] Even the Pope? Yes, 
all, all! As we have our limitations, we must respect the disabilities 
of others. Do you agree? This is important. Why do I say this? 
Because overcoming these things helps in your interfaith dialogue 
since it is built upon respect for others. This is very important. 

Any further questions? No? I want to thank you and repeat what 
Raaj told us: to do everything we can so as to maintain a 
courageous attitude and promote a space where young people can 
go and dialogue. This is because your dialogue is one that creates 
a path, and that leads the way forward. If you dialogue as young 
people, you will also dialogue as adults; you will dialogue as 
citizens, and as politicians. I would like to tell you something about 
history: with every dictatorship in history, the first thing it does is 
to cut off dialogue. 

I thank you for these questions, and I am glad to meet you young 
people, to meet these brave, almost “shameless ones,” you are 
good! My wish is that all of you young people will go forward with 
hope, and not go backwards! Take risks! Otherwise, you will grow 
“fatter”! God bless you and pray for me, I do for you. 

And now, in silence, let us pray for each other. In silence. 

May God bless all of us. In the future, when you are no longer 
young, but you are elderly and grandparents, teach all these things 
to your children. God bless you and pray for me, don’t forget! But 
pray for, not against! 

Some materials in this issue are reprints from Libreria Editrice Vaticana 

Published September 2024  
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