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IN THE CONFERENCES: 
Appointed: Father Ronald Anthony Parco Timoner as Bishop of Pagadian, Philippines; Bishop 
Varghese Chakkalakal as Archbishop of Calicut, India; Father Sonatan Kisku as Auxiliary Bishop of 
Dumka, India; Father Sahaya Thatheus Thomas as Bishop of Simla and Chandigarh, India; Father 
Glenn Montebon Corsiga as Bishop of Ipil, Philippines; Father Dave Dean Capucao as Prelate of 
Infanta, Philippines; Bishop Mathew Polycarpos Manakkarakavil as Bishop of Mavelikara (Syro-
Malankara), India; Father Jose Sebastian Thekkumcherikunnel as Bishop of Jullundur, India; Bishop 
Giuseppe Lin Yuntuan as Auxiliary Bishop of Fuzhou [Foochow], China; Archbishop Victor Barnuevo 
Bendico, Archbishop of Capiz, Philippines as Apostolic Administrator of Kalibo, Philippines; 
Cardinal Luis Antonio Gokim Tagle, Pro-Prefect for the Section of Evangelisation of Dicastery 
for Evangelization as Cardinal-Bishop of the Suburbicarian Church of Albano; Cardinal Giorgio 
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Marengo, I.M.C., prefect apostolic of Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Archbishop Jerzy Maculewicz, O.F.M. 
Conv., apostolic administrator of Uzbekistan, and Brother Armin Altamirano Luistro, superior 
general of the Brothers of the Christian Schools as members of the Dicastery for the Institutes of 
Consecrated Life and the Societies of Apostolic Life; Bishop Elias Frank of Asansol as Coadjutor 
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Calcutta, India; Msgr. Pierre Suon Hangly, the Prefect Apostolic 
of Kompong-Cham, as Coadjutor Vicar Apostolic of the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom-Penh, 
Cambodia. 
Succeeded: Bishop Joseph Ðặng Ðức Ngân as Archbishop of Hue, Viet Nam. 
Retired: Bishop Ignatius Loyola Ivan Mascarenhas as Bishop of Simla and Chandigarh, India; 
Bishop Bernardino Cruz Cortez as Prelate of Infanta, Philippines; Bishop Joshuah Ignathios 
Kizhakkeveettil as Bishop of Mavelikara (Syro-Malankara), India; Archbishop Joseph Nguyễn Chí 
Linh as Archbishop of Hue, Viet Nam; Bishop Jose Corazon Tumbagahan Tala-oc as Bishop of 
Kalibo, Philippines. 
Ceased: Bishop Jaya Rao Polimera, Bishop of Eluru, India as Apostolic Administrator of 
Visakhapatnam, India; Bishop Bali Gali, Bishop Emeritus of Guntur, India, as Apostolic Administrator 
of Cuddapah, India; Bishop Oswald Joseph Lewis, Bishop Emeritus of Jaipur, India as Apostolic 
Administrator of Ajmer, India; Bishop Ignatius Loyola Ivan Mascarenhas, Bishop Emeritus of Simla 
and Chandigarh, India, as Apostolic Administrator of Simla and Chandigarh, India. 
Died: Archbishop Paschal Topno, S.J. (92+), Archbishop Emeritus of Bhopal, India; Bishop René 
Marie Albert Dupont, M.E.P. (95+), Bishop Emeritus of Andong, Korea (South); Bishop Joseph 
Ponniah (72+), Bishop Emeritus of Batticaloa, Sri Lanka; Bishop Nestor Celestial Cariño (86+), 
Bishop Emeritus of Legazpi, Philippines; Bishop Francis Xavier Yu Soo-il, O.F.M. (80+), Bishop 
Emeritus of Korea, Military. 
FABC DATEBOOK: 
	 – 1 July 2025: Cardinal Filipe Neri Ferrao, the FABC President will meet with Pope Leo 
XIV together with Cardinal Jaime Spengler, President of CELAM and Cardinal Fridolin Ambongo, 
President of SECAM. 
	 – 28 – 30 August 2025, FABC Central Secretariat and FABC Office of Consecrated 
Life (OCL) will hold a Follow up of FABC 50 Bangkok Document for Formators of Religious 
Congregations at the Archdiocesan Pastoral Centre, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
	 – 15 – 18 September 2025, FABC Central Secretariat and FABC Office of Laity and Family 
(OLF) will hold a Follow up of FABC 50 Bangkok Document for youth at the Our Lady of Tapao 
Center, Dong Kho Commune, Tanh Linh District, Binh Thuan Province, Vietnam. 
	 – 22-26 September 2025, The Commission for Synodality will hold the Bishops’ Seminar for 
Synodality at Baan Phu Waan Pastoral Center, Sampran, Bangkok, Thailand. 
	 – 27-30 November 2025, FABC Office of Evangelization and the Pontifical Mission Societies 
will hold “The Great Pilgrimage of Hope” in Penang, Malaysia. 
	 – 22-28 June 2026, The Twelfth FABC Plenary Assembly will be held in Bali, Indonesia. 
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FABC PAPERS NO. 193  
The paper covers the Follow up of FABC 50 Bangkok Document Workshop for Rectors of the 
Major Seminaries that was held 28th April to 1st May 2025 at the Camillian Center in Lat Krabang, 
Bangkok. This was attended by 33 rectors of major seminaries from around Asia. This Paper 
includes the address of Bishop Allwyn D’Silva who is the convener for FABC 50 Bangkok Document 
workshop series. It also includes the keynote address of Cardinal Pablo Virgilio S. David entitled: 
“How the Bangkok Document of FABC 50 Preempts the Final Document of the Synod on Synodality.” 
It concludes with the letter written by those who attended addressed to all of the other seminary 
rectors in Asia.  

COOPERATION OF SECAM, CELAM AND FABC 
The cooperation between the Symposium of Episcopal Conferences of Africa and Madagascar 
(SECAM), Consejo Episcopal Latinoamericano (CELAM), and the Federation of Asian Bishops’ 
Conferences (FABC) continues. The Latin American Episcopal Council held its 40th Ordinary 
General Assembly from May 26-30, 2025 in the city of Rio de Janeiro (Brazil). Cardinal Filipe Neri 
Ferrao, FABC President attended the entire Assembly. There have been online meetings as the 
three continental Associations of Bishops’ Conferences plan together to participate in the COP 30 
in Belem, Brazil in November 2025. The three have come up with one common document for the 
COP 30. It was collaboratively put together. This is to present a single face for the “Global South”.  
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THE NICAEA CENTENARY & CREATION DAY 
“The Nicaea Centenary & Creation Day | 2nd Ecumenical Conference about the New Liturgical 
Feast” for Creation Day was held in Assisi, Italy 4-8 May 2025. This was convened by: World 
Council of Churches, Anglican Communion, Lutheran World Federation, World Communion of 
Reformed Churches, World Methodist Council, and Middle East Council of Churches; plus Laudato 
Si’ Research Institute at Oxford University as academic facilitator. A speaker at this was Sr. 
Rekha Chennattu (FABC OTC). Bishop Allwyn D’Silva (FABC OHD/CCD) was a speaker by video. 
Fr. William LaRousse (Assistant Secretary General) was a panelist. We have 10 of our 16 national 
episcopal conferences officially endorsing the Feast as of this moment: Philippines, India, Indonesia, 
Vietnam, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Japan, Taiwan, and South Korea – plus Hong Kong as 
a standalone diocese without a conference.  

8TH BUDDHIST-CHRISTIAN COLLOQUIUM 
The 8th Buddhist-Christian Colloquium: Buddhists and Christians: Working Together for Peace 
through Reconciliation and Resilience at the Catholic Pastoral Center, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
26-30 May 2025. This was organized by the Dicastery for Interreligious Dialogue. Archbishop 
Felix Machado (FABC OEIA Chairman) was a speaker. Fr. William LaRousse (Assistant 
Secretary General) was present and read the final statement of the Colloquium. Bishop Olivier 
Schmitthaeusler, Apostolic Vicar, the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh and Msgr. Kike Figaredo 
Alvargonzales, Prefect Apostolic of Battambang, Cambodia (Bishop Member of OHD/CCD) were 
the main hosts as local organizers. Cardinal George Jacob Koovakad, Prefect, Dicastery for 
Interreligious Dialogue, Vatican was also present.   
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